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Week Ending Friday, October 12 


Proclamation 7479—Death of 
Michael J. Mansfield 


October 5, 2001 


By the President of the United States 


of America 


A Proclamation 


As a mark of respect for the memory of 


Michael J. Mansfield. retired Majority Lead- 
er of the United States Senate and Ambas- 
sador of the United States to Japan, I hereby 
order, by the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent of the United States by the Constitution 
and the laws of the United States of America, 


that on the day of his interment. the flag of 
the United States shall be flown at half-staff 


at the White House and upon all public 
buildings and grounds, at all military posts 
and naval stations, and on all naval vessels 
of the Federal Government in the District 
of Columbia and throughout the United 
States and its Territories and possessions 
until sunset on such dav. I also direct that 
the flag shall be flown at half-staff for the 
same lengths of time at all United States em- 
hassies, legations, consular offices, and other 
facilities abroad, including all military facili- 
ties and naval vessels and stations. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of October. in the year 
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer- 
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth. 


George W. Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:11 p.m.. October 9. 2001} 


Note: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 10. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro- 
priate issuc. 


, 2001 


Proclamation 7480—Fire Prevention 
Week, 2001 
October 5, 2001 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 

The well-being of our Nation’s citizens re- 
quires that families. communities, emer- 
gency workers, and health professionals work 
together to ensure the highest levels of pub- 
lic safety. This goal is particularly important 
with respect to fire prevention. The 2000 Na- 
tional Fire Experience Survey, conducted by 
the National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA), reveals that fire claimed more than 
4,000 American lives last vear. In 2000, fire 
killed someone every 130 minutes and in- 
every 24 minutes. Fire also 
takes a significant economic toll on America, 
accounting for more than $11 billion in prop- 
erty loss last vear. 

In the United States, fires caused by cook- 
ing, heating, or electricity amount to almost 
half of all home fires. These accidental fires. 
though common, are also among the most 
preventable. Their high rates of occurrence 
point to the vital importance of safety and 
knowledge in helping to prevent these types 
of fires and thereby avoid the tragic deaths 
and serious injuries that they can cause. 

This year marks the annual observance of 
Fire Prevention Week. sponsored by the Na- 
tional Fire Protection The 
event’s theme, “Cover the Bases and Strike 
Out Fire.” encourages children and families 
to take an active role in preventing home 
fires and the injuries and deaths they cause. 
by conducting home fire safety inspections 
and preparing rend practicing x home fire drills. 
The NFPA is joining forces with the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, through 
the United States Fire Administration, and 
with fire departments throughout the coun- 
try to raise awareness of the leading causes 


jured someone 


Association. 
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of home fires and encourage the actions that 
may be taken to prevent them. I urge all 
Americans to learn more about fire preven- 
tion and to take steps to better ensure the 
safety of our homes, places of work, and 
other public structures. 

I also call 
on Americans to join me in expressing appre- 
ciation for the devotion and dedication of our 
Nation’s firefighters and other emergency re- 
sponse personnel. These brave men and 
women provide the first line of emergency 
response to a multitude of disasters and risk 
their own security and well-being to save the 
lives of others. As recent events in our Nation 
have demonstrated, fine Americans 
truly exemplify selfless service and heroism. 


During this year’s observance, 


these 
They serve to make our towns, and 
communities safer places for all 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do herebv proclaim October 7 
through October L: 3, 2001, as Fire Prevention 
Week. I call upon the people of the United 
States to observe this day with appropriate 
programs and activities and to renew efforts 
to prevent fires and their 


cities, 


tragic con- 


sequences for human health and safety. 
In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of October, in the year 


of our Lord two thousand one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer- 
ica the two hundred and twentv-sixth 


George W. Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the 
12:11 p.m.. October 9, 2001} 


Federal Reyister, 


Note: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 10. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro- 
pnate issue 


Oct. 5 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 


Proclamation 748 1—German- 
American Day, 2001 
October 5, 2001 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Each year, on October 6, we recognize 
German Americans for their many contribu- 
tions to our Nation. From the first German 
immigrants who accompanied Captain John 
Smith to Jamestown more than 300 vears ago 
to the more than 7 million Germans who 
have since followed them to our shores, 
Americans of German descent have plaved 
a Vital role in establishing the strength of our 
country’s democratic spirit. Throughout our 
history, German Americans have contributed 
to every facet of the American expenence 

German-American soldiers valiantly 
served our country during the American Rev- 
olution. General Frederick Wilhelm von 
Steuben helped train the Continental Army 
at Valley Forge: and General Nicholas Her- 
kimer led German settlers in New York's 
Mohawk Valley in one of the war’s bloodiest 
battles. German Americans also have influ- 
enced greatly our artistic heritage. Emanuel 
Leutze’s 1851] painting. “Washington Cross- 
ing the Delaware River.” remains a cherished 
and recognized symbol of American courage 
and determination 

German Americans advanced our civic lib- 
erties through their strong support for free- 
dom of the pre SS As publishe r of the New 
York Weekly Journal, John Peter Zenger 
championed the rights of citizens to criticize 
elected officials in print. The German-lan- 
guage newspaper Pennsylvania Staatsbote 
published the first printed copy of the Dec- 
laration of Independence. And in directing 
The New York Times through modernization 
in the early 20th century, Adolph Ochs 
helped set a new standard for balanced and 
innovative reporting. 

Many German Americans who settled here 
brought with them values that enhanced and 
developed the American commitment to 
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freedom. A considerable number of these 
immigrants joined other freedom loving 
Americans in becoming leaders in the anti- 
slavery movement. And thousands of Ger- 
man Americans voluntecred to fight for the 
Union in the Civil War. 

On this day, Americans of all backgrounds 
commemorate our Nation's close relation- 
ship with Germany. German Americans have 
influenced our history, strengthened our 
ideals, and enriched our culture, and, in the 
years ahead, thev will continue their noble 
role in helping to ensure the vitality of our 
democracy. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim October 6, 2001, 
as German-American Day. I encourage all 
Americans to recognize the contributions of 
our citizens of German descent to the liberty 
and prosperity of the United States, and to 
celebrate our close ties to the people of Ger- 
many. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of October, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer- 
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth 


George W. Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
12:11 p.m., October 9, 2001] 


Nove: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 10. This item was 
not received in time for publication in the appro- 
pnate Issue 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on the 
Partnership for Peace 

October 5, 2001 


Dear Pe 

Pursuant to section 514 of the Foreign Re- 
lations Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 
and 1995 (Public Law 103-236), and section 
205 of the NATO Participation Act of 1994 
(title I] of Public Law 103-447), I hereby 
transmit to vou this report conceming Part- 
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nership for Peace (PFP) developments 
through July 15, 2001 

The PFP continues to build on the record 
of success it has compiled since its inception 
in 1994. Partners have continued to use the 
PFP actively and effectively to build stronger 
ties with the Alliance and develop closer co- 
operation with their neighbors. The PFP and 
its political component, the Euro-Atlantic 
Partnership Council (EAPC), have greatly fa- 
cilitated the incorporation of Partners into 
NATO operations in Bosnia and Kosovo. The 
PFP support of the Membership Action Plan, 
initiated in 1999, continues to help those 
partners that want to join NATO to imple- 
ment reforms. Continued enhancements to 
PFP have provided an improved mechanism 
for Partners to develop interoperability with 
NATO, which will be necessary for future 
NATO-led Alliance/Partner missions. 

Sincerely, 


George W. Bush 


Nore: Letters were sent to Joseph R. Biden, Jr., 
chairman, and Jesse Helms, ranking member, 
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; and 
Henry J. Hyde, chairman, and Tom Lantos, rank- 
ing member, House Committee on Intemational 
Relations. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this letter. This item 
was not received in time for publication in the 
appropriate issue. 


The President’s Radio Address 
October 6, 2001 


Good morning. Today I want to update 
Americans on our global campaign against 
terror. The United States is presenting a 
clear choice to every nation: Stand with the 
civilized world, or stand with the terrorists. 
And for those nations that stand with the ter- 
rorists, there will be a heavy price. 

America is determined to oppose the state 
sponsors of terror. Yet we are equally deter- 
mined to respect and help the men and 
women those regimes oppress. Our enemy 
is not the Arab world. Many friendly Arab 
governments are, theinselves, the targets of 
extremist terror. Our enemy is not Islam. a 
good and peace-loving faith that brings direc- 
tion and comfort to over one billion people, 
including millions of Americans. And our 








1430 


enemy is not the people of any nation, even 
when their leaders harbor terrorists. Our 
enemy is the terrorists themselves and the 
regimes that shelter and sustain them. 

Afghanistan is a case in point. Its Taliban 
regime has made that nation into a sanctuary 
and training ground for international terror- 
ists, terrorists who have killed innocent citi- 
zens of many nations, including our own. The 
Taliban promotes terror abroad and practices 
terror against its people, oppressing women 
and persecuting all who dissent. 

The Taliban has been given the oppor- 
tunity to surrender all the terrorists in Af- 
ghanistan and to close down their camps and 
operations. Full warning has been given, and 
time is running out. 

The Afghan people, however, are the vic- 
tims of oppression, famine, and misrule. 
Many refugees from that unfortunate nation 
are on the move, and sadly, many Afghans 
are on the verge of starvation. 

America respects the Afghan people, their 
long tradition, and their proud independ- 


ence, and we will help them in this time of 


confusion and crisis in their country. 

America has long been the largest source 
of food and humanitarian assistance to Af- 
ghanistan. This week I announced an addi- 
tional $320 million in aid to the Afghan peo- 
ple, to those within Afghanistan and those 
who have fled across borders. Despite efforts 
by the Taliban to disrupt these critical aid 
shipments, we will deliver food and seeds, 
vaccines and medicine by truck and even by 
draft animals. Conditions permitting, we will 
bring help directly to the people of Afghani- 
stan by airdrops. 

This aid will help Afghans make it through 
the upcoming winter. For the longer term, 
I urge Congress to make funds available so 
that one day the United States can con- 
tribute, along with other friends of Afghani- 
stan, to the reconstruction and development 
of that troubled nation. 

Helping people in great need is a central 
part of the Jewish, Christian, and Islamic tra- 
ditions, as well as many other faiths. It is also 
a central part of the American tradition. Even 
as we fight evil regimes, we are generous to 
the people they oppress. Following World 
War II, America fed and rebuilt Japan and 
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Germany, and their people became some of 
our closest friends in the world. 

In the struggle ahead, we will act in ac- 
cordance with American ideals. We're offer- 
ing help and friendship to the Afghan people. 
It is their Taliban rulers and the terrorists 
they harbor who have much to fear. 

Thank you for listening. 


NOTE: The address was recorded at 2:50 p.m. on 
October 5 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
Ilouse for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on October 6. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on October 5 but was em- 
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan- 
guage transcript of this address 


Remarks at the National Fallen 
Firefighters Memorial in 
Emmitsburg, Maryland 


October 7, 2001 


Thank you very much. Joe, thank you for 
those kind words, and thank you for your out- 
standing service in a difficult time for our 
great land. 

I want to thank Hal Bruno and the direc- 
tors of the National Fallen Firefighters 
Foundation for the outstanding leadership 
they have shown in recognizing America’s 
heroes. 

I want to say thanks to the members of 
the Maryland delegation who are here, Sen- 
ator Sarbanes, Senator Mikulski, Congress- 
man Hoyer, and Congressman Bartlett. i 
want to thank you all for being here. I want 
to thank the local officials who are here. I 
want to thank the firefighters from all around 
America who have come to comfort the fami- 
lies of the fallen. 

I want to say hello to the moms and dads 
and husbands and wives and sons and daugh- 
ters of the fallen. Laura and I are honored 
to be here with you today as we remember 
the lives and sacrifices of your brave relatives. 

Two years ago this weekend, I attended 
a memorial ceremony in New York City hon- 
oring fallen firefighters, and standing nearby 
were Chief Peter Ganci and many others who 
are now gone. None of us on that day could 
have imagined what was to come, the scale 
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of the emergency. the enormity of the dan- 
ger. the m: wnitude of the evil. Yet, each one 
of those firefighte rs felt a strong calling and 
knew its risks. 

On September I1th. that calling led them 
into burning towers on a mission of rescue. 
Within a single hour, more than 300 fire- 
fighters were lost. And our Nation. still 
mourns. They did not live to know who had 
caused the destruction or why. They only 
knew their duty, and that was to go in, to 
follow the faintest cry, to search for the 
trapped and helpless, and to save those who 
could be saved. 

A few days ago, one New Yorker described 
firefighters as “the kinds of guys vou look 
up to.” Every one of you here knew exactly 
what he meant. The courage and loss we saw 
in New York is found in every community 
that has laid a firefighter to rest. Hardly a 
week passes in America when a career or a 
volunteer firefighter does not fall in the line 
of duty. 

Firefighting is a hard and demanding job, 


and it may at anv moment send a person to 
the high heat or thick smoke. It's been said 
that a firefighter r’s first act of bravery is taking 


And all of them serve 
knowing that one day they may not come 
home. 


the oath to serve. 


Today we honor 101 who did not come 
home. They were all people who accepted 
the dangers of firefighting and were last seen 
on duty. We add their names to this national 
monument. We do so with pride and with 
deep gratitude. 

The Nation pays respect to them for their 
service and their sacrifice. And we respect 
you, their families, for your sacrifice, for the 
heavy burden you carry to this day. The 
McCormicks of Arkansas, the Hendricks of 
Kentucky, the Pescatores of Pennsylvania 
each lost a son who was not yet 20 years old. 
The families of Bo Rathbun of Wyoming, Jim 
Reavis of Missouri, Fred Brain and Pete 
Scannell of New York, Kenneth Jesse of 
Pennsylvania lost loved ones who were will- 
ing to serve even in the latter vears of life. 

Many were taken during the fullest days 
of life, that time when we are needed most 
by the people we love. Kimberly Smith of 
Texas was engaged to be married. Robert 
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Crump of Colorado was home after honor- 
able service in the Marine Corps. Marvin 
Bartholemew of Florida had paid his way 
through college and was working his way up 
the ranks of the department. 

Roger Bookout was 34 years old when he 
died, and he was a Joving dad. He had a great 
outlook, and it was vanes up on a sign 
he kept on his locker: “Love your wife; love 
your life.” All these firefighters loved life. 
And Scripture teaches. there is no greater 
love than to lay down one’s life for another. 

Sometimes a person cannot know for sure 
what mark he or she has left on the world. 
That will never be said of the people we re- 
member today or of their kind. They were 
strong and caring people, brave and upright. 
You could always count on them. Yon could 
always look up to them. 

This firefighters monument belongs to the 
Nation and represents a national loss. The 
firefighters belong to you, and I know that 
loss can never be recovered. 

A fireman's widow recently said that her 
husband was her hero, “and there’s nothing 
I wouldn't do to have mv hero here.” That 
same feeling is shared by many here today, 
and time won't ever take it away. But the 
years can bring comfort, and they can bring 
hope. You'll always know that your hero die d 
in the service of others. You can give one 
another the strength to go on. You can find 
the comfort of God, who is with us especially 
in sorrow. And you can know today that your 
loved ones are not forgotten. They hold an 
honored, cherished place in the memories of 
their comrades and an honored place in the 
memory of our country. 

God bless vou all. 


Nore: The President spoke at 9:48 a.m. at the 
memorial on the National Emergency Training 
Center campus. In his remarks, he referred to Joe 
M. Allbaugh, Director. Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency; Hal Brno, chairman, National 
Fallen Firefighters Foundation; and Peter Ganci, 
Jr., chief, Fire Department-City of New York, who 
was killed while responding to the September 11 
attacks on the World Trade Center 
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Address to the Nation Announcing 
Strikes Against Al Qaida Training 
Camps and Taliban Military 
Installations in Afghanistan 
October 7, 2001 


Good afternoon. On my orders, the United 
States military has begun strikes against Al 
Qaida terrorist training camps and military 
installations of the Taliban regime in Afghan- 
istan. These carefully SO actions are de- 
signed to disrupt the use of Afghanistan as 
a terrorist base of operations and to attack 
the military capability of the Taliban regime. 

We are joined in this operation by our 
staunch friend, Great Britain. Other close 
friends, including Canada, Australia, Ger- 
many, and France, have pledged forces as 
the operation unfolds. More than 40 coun- 
tries in the Middle East, Africa, Europe, and 
across Asia have granted air transit or landing 
rights. Many more have shared intelligence. 
We are supported by the collective will of 
the world 

More than 2 weeks ago, I gave Taliban 
leaders a series of clear and specific de- 
mands: Close terrorist training camps; hand 
over leaders of the Al Qaida network: and 
return all foreign nationals, including Amer- 
ican citizens, unjustly detained in your coun- 
try. None of these demands were met. And 
now the Taliban will pay a price. By destroy- 
ing camps and disrupting communications, 
we will make it more difficult for the terror 
network to train new recruits and coordinate 
their evil plans. 

Initially, the terrorists may burrow deeper 
into caves and other entrenched hiding 
places. Our military action is also designed 
to clear the way for sustained, comprehen- 
sive, and relentless operations to drive them 
out and bring them to justice. 

At the same time, the oppressed people 
of Afghanistan will know the generosity of 
America and our allies. As we strike military 
targets, we'll also drop food, medicine, and 
supplies to the starving and suffering men 
and women and children of Afghanistan. 

The United States of America is a friend 
to the Afghan people, and we are the friends 
of almost a billion worldwide who practice 
the Islamic faith. The United States of Amer- 
ica is an enemy of those who aid terrorists 
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and of the barbaric criminals who profane 
a great religion by committing murder in its 
name. 

This military action is a part of our cam- 
paign against terrorism, another front in a 
war that has already been joined through di- 
plomacy, intelligence, the freezing of finan- 
cial assets, and the arrests of known terrorists 
by law enforcement agents in 38 countries. 
Given the nature and reach of our enemies, 
we will win this conflict by the patient accu- 
mulation of successes, by meeting a series 
of challenges with determination and will and 
purpose. 

Today we focus on Afghanistan, but the 
battle is broader. Every nation has a choice 
to make. In this conflict. there is no neutral 
ground. If any governinent sponsors the out- 
laws and killers of innocents, they have be- 
come outlaws and murderers, themselves. 
And they will take that lonely path at their 
own peril. 

I'm speaking to you today from the Treaty 
Room of the White House, a place where 
American Presidents have worked for peace. 
We're a peaceful nation. Yet. as we have 
learned so suddenly and so tragically, there 
can be no peace in a world of sudden terror. 
In the face of today’s new threat, the only 
way to pursue peace is to pursue those who 
threaten it. 

We did not ask for this mission, but we 
will fulfill it. The name of today’s military 
operation is Enduring Freedom. We defend 
not only our precious freedoms but also the 
freedom of people everywhere to live and 
raise their children free from fear. 

I know many Americans feel fear today. 
And our Government is taking strong pre- 
cautions. All law enforcement and _ intel- 
ligence agencies are working aggressively 
around America, around the world, and 
around the clock. At my request, many Gov- 
ernors have activated the National Guard to 
strengthen airport security. We have called 
up Reserves to reinforce our military capa- 
bility and strengthen the protection of our 
homeland. 


In the months ahead, our patience will be 
one of our strengths: patience with the long 
waits that will result from tighter security; 
patience and understanding that it will take 








Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Oct. 8 


time to achieve our goals; patience in all the 
sacrifices that may come. 

Today those sacrifices are being made by 
members of our Armed Forces who now de- 
fend us so far from home, and by their proud 
and worried families. A Commander in Chief 
sends America’s sons and daughters into a 
battle in a foreign land only after the greatest 
care and a lot of prayer. We ask a lot of those 
who wear our uniform. We ask them to leave 
their loved ones, to travel great distances, to 
risk injury, even to be prepared to make the 
ultimate sacrifice of their lives. They are 
dedicated; they are honorable; they represent 
the best of our country. And we are grateful. 

To all the men and women in our military, 
every sailor, every soldier, every airman, 


every coastguardsman, every marine, I say 
this: Your mission is defined; your objectives 
are Clear; your goal is just; vou have my full 
confidence; and you will have every tool you 
need to carry out your duty. 

I recently received a touching letter that 
says a lot about the state of America in these 


difficult times, a letter from a fourth-grade 
girl with a father in the military: “As much 
as I don’t want my dad to fight,” she wrote, 
“I'm willing to give him to you.” 

This is a precious gift, the greatest she 
could give. This voung girl knows what Amer- 
ica is all about. Since September 11, an entire 
generation of young Americans has gained 
new understanding of the value of freedom 
and its cost in duty and in sacrifice. 

The battle is now joined on many fronts. 
We will not waver: we will not tire; we will 
not falter; and we will not fail. Peace and 
freedom will prevail. 

Thank you. May God continue to bless 
America. 


Note: The President spoke at | p.m. in the Treaty 
Room at the White House 


Remarks at the Swearing-In 
Ceremony for Tom Ridge as 
Director of the Office of Homeland 
Security 

October 8, 2001 


Please be seated. Thank vou all. Welcome 
to the White House. 
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Today I signed an Executive order creating 
a new Homeland Security Office, charged 
with strengthening America’s protections 
against terrorism. And I've picked a really 
good man to lead that office. In case you 
hadn't figured it out. it’s Tom Ridge. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Together, we will confront the threat of 
terrorism. We will take strong precautions 
aimed at preventing terrorist attacks and pre- 
pare to respond effectively if they might 
come again. We will defend our country, and 
while we do so, we will not sacrifice the free- 
doms that make our land unique. 

The best defense against terror is a global 
offensive against terror, wherever it might be 
found. Yesterday we opened another front 
on the war on terrorism as we began conven- 
tional military operations designed to destroy 
terrorist training camps and military installa- 
tions of the Taliban Government. 

Secretary Don Rumsfeld, who is leading 
a really fine team, will brief the country this 
afternoon. But he informed me this morning 
that the military mission of yesterday was ex- 
ecuted as planned, and at the same time, that 
our good Nation dropped over 37,000 kits 
of food and medicine. This is an important 
part of a war already underway that is being 
conducted on many fronts. 

The first shot of the war was fired several 
weeks ago, as we began freezing bank ac- 
counts and cutting olf funding of known ter- 
rorist organizations and front groups that 
support them. And I appreciate so very much 
the Secretary of Treasury's work, Paul 
O'Neill. 

We've worked agyressively on the diplo- 
matic front, developing a broad and strong 
coalition of countries who are united with us 
and involved in our campaign. And Mr. Sec- 
retary Powell and his team have done a re- 
markable job of rallving the lovers of freedom 
to our side. Mr. Secretary, thank you. 

Our intelligence and law enforcement 
agencies are working around the clock and 
around the world. Attorney General Ashcroft 
and George Tenet and Bob Mueller are all 
doing a fantastic job of making sure we've 
got the best intelligence and the best infor- 
mation, not only to protect ourselves but to 
bring the evildoers to justice. 
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On all efforts and all fronts, we're going 
to be ongoing and relentless as we tighten 
the net of justice. This will be a long war 
It requires understanding and patience from 
the American people. Members of my Cabi- 
net understand that, and I appreciate them 
all being here. These are fine Americans who 
understand the nature of the conflict and are 
prepared to join me in doing whatever it 
takes to win the war. not only for our country 
today but for generations to come tomorrow. 

It's an honor for me to welcome the Ridge 
family here to the White House: the former 
first lady of Pennsylvania, Michele Ridge, 
and of course, Lesley and Tommy, thank you 
all for being here. and thank you for vour 
sacrifice. 

I want to thank all of Tom's friends for 
coming up from Pennsylvania. It looks like 
he’s got a few who don’t live in Pennsylvania, 
as well. Thank vou all for being here. I'm 
so appreciative that Clarence Thomas is here 
to swear in Tom. I appreciate the Mayor of 


Washington. DC, being here. Mr. Mayor, 


thank vou for your cooperation 
It’s just the beginning of what we need 


to do together to make 
Capital safe and secure 


our Nation's 
As we've learned. 
ve face new threats. and therefore, we need 
new defenses for our country. And I've found 
the right man to coordinate that effort 

Tom Ridge has been a chief executive. He 
is a leader who has shown he 


sure 


can draw the 
hest out of people and out of organizations. 
He’s a decorated combat veteran of the Viet- 
nam war. He's a patriot who has heard the 
sound of battle 

Ile’s seen the reach of terror in a field 
in his own State. He's a man of compassion 
who has seen what evil can do. I've given 
Tom and the Office of Homeland Security 
a mission: to design a comprehensive, coordi- 
nated national strategy to fight terror here 
at home 

We face a united, determined enemy. We 
must have a united and determined response. 
The Homeland Security Office has a series 
of specific goals and will have my authority 
to meet them: One. take the strongest pos- 
sible precautions against terrorism by bring- 
ing together the best information and intel- 
ligence—in the war on terror, knowledge is 
power: strengthen and help protect our 
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transportation systems, our food and water 
systems, and our critical infrastructure by 
making them less vulnerable to attack: re- 
spond. “effectively to terrorist actions if they 
come. The Office will coordinate Federal as- 
sistance with State and local efforts. America 
is going to be prepared. 

The Office will work in conjunction with 
the new Homeland Security Council, chaired 
by me and made up of my Cabinet and other 
senior officials. The Office mission will have 
the full attention and complete support of 
the very highest levels of our Government. 

I know that many Americans at this time 
have fears. We've learned that America is not 
immune from attack. We've seen that evil is 
real. It’s hard for us to comprehend the men- 
tality of people that will destroy innocent 
folks the way they have. Yet. America is equal 
to this challe ‘nge, make no mistake about it. 
They've roused a mighty giant. A compas- 
sionate land will rise united to not only pro- 
tect ourselves, not only make our homeland 
as secure as possible but to bring the 
evildoers to justice so that our children might 
live in freedom. 

It’s now my honor to call Clarence Thomas 
up here to swear in Tom Ridge 


Note: The President spoke at 10:53 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White 
he referred to Mavor 
Washington, DC 
Office of the Press Secretary 
remarks of Director Ridge 


In his remarks, 
Anthony A Williams of 
The transcript released by the 


House 


also included the 


Executive Order 13228— 
Establishing the Office of Homeland 
Security and the Homeland Security 
Council 


October 8, 2001 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, it is hereby or- 
dered as follows: 

Section 1. Establishment. 1 hereby estab- 
lish within the Executive Office of the Presi- 
dent an Office of Homeland Security (the 
“Office”) to be headed by the Assistant to 
the President for Homeland Security. 
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Sec. 2. Mission. The mission of the Office 
shall be to develop and coordinate the imple- 
mentation of a comprehensive national strat- 
egy to secure the United States from terrorist 
threats or attacks. The Office shall perform 
the functions necessary to carry out this mis- 
sion, including the functions specified in sec- 
tion 3 of this order. 

Sec. 3. Functions. The functions of the Of- 
fice shall be to coordinate the executive 
branch's efforts to detect. prepare for, pre- 
vent, protect against, respond to, and recover 
from terrorist attacks within the United 
States. 

(a) National Strategy. The Office shall 
work with executive departments and agen- 
cies, State and local governments, and private 
entities to ensure the adequacy of the na- 
tional strategy for detecting. preparing for, 
preventing, protecting against, respc mding to, 
and recovering from terrorist threats or at- 
tacks within the United States and shall peri- 
odically review and coordinate revisions to 
that strategy as necessary. 


(b) Detection. The Office shall identify pri- 
orities and coordinate efforts for collection 
and analysis of information within the United 
States regarding threats of terrorism against 


the United States and activities of terrorists 
or terrorist groups within the United States. 
The Office also shall identify, in coordination 
with the Assistant to the President for Na- 
tional Security Affairs, priorities for collec- 
tion of intelligence outside the United States 
regarding threats of terrorism within the 
United States 

(i) In performing these functions, the Of 
fice shall work with Federal. State, and local 
agencies. as appropriate, to: 

(A) facilitate collection from State and 
local governments and private entities of in- 
formation pertaining to terrorist threats or 
activities within the United States: 

(B) coordinate and prioritize the require- 
ments for foreign intelligence relating to ter- 
rorism within the United States of executive 
departments and agencies responsible for 
homeland security and provide these re- 


quirements and prionities to the Director of 


Central Intelligence and other agencies re- 
sponsible for collection of foreign  intel- 
ligence: 
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(C) coordinate efforts to ensure that all ex- 
ecutive departments and agencies that have 
intelligence collection responsibilities have 
sufficient technological capabilities and re- 
sources to collect intelligence and data relat- 
ing to terrorist activities or possible terrorist 
acts within the United States, working with 
the Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs, as appropriate; 

(D) coordinate deve ‘lopment of monitoring 
protocols and equipment for use in detecting 
the release of biological. chemical, and radio- 
logical hazards; and 

(E) ensure that, to the extent permitted 
by law, all appropriate and necessary intel- 
ligence and law enforcement information re- 
lating to homeland security is disseminated 
to and exchanged among appropriate execu- 
tive departments and agencies responsible 
for homeland security and, where appro- 
priate for reasons of homeland security. pro- 
mote exchange of such information with and 
among State ‘and local governments and pri- 
vate entities 

(ii) Executive de ‘partments and agencies 
shall, to the extent permitted by law, make 
available to the Office all information relating 
to terrorist threats and activities within the 
United States. 

(c) Preparedness. The Office of Homeland 
Security shall coordinate national efforts to 
prepare for and mitigate the consequences 
of terrorist threats or attacks within the 
United States. In performing this function, 
the Office shall work with Federal, State. and 
local agencies, and private entities, as appro- 
priate, to: 

(i) review and assess the adequacy of the 
portions of all Federal emergency response 
plans that pertain to terrorist threats or at- 
tacks within the United States; 

(ii) coordinate domestic exercises and sim- 
ulations designed to assess and practice sys- 
tems that would be called upon to respond 
to a terrorist threat or attack within the 
United States and coordinate programs and 
activities for training Federal, State. and local 
employees who would be called upon to re- 
spond to such a threat or attack; 

(iii) coordinate national efforts to ensure 
public health preparedness for a terrorist at- 
tack, including reviewing vaccination policies 
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and reviewing the adequacy of and, if nec- 
essary, increasing vaccine and pharma- 
ceutical stockpiles and hospital capacity; 

(iv) coordinate Federal assistance to State 
and local authorities and nongovernmental 
organizations to prepare for and respond to 
terrorist threats or attacks within the United 
States; 

(v) ensure that national preparedness pro- 
grams and activities for terrorist threats or 
attacks are developed and are regularly eval- 
uated under appropriate standards and that 
resources are allocated to improving and sus- 
taining preparedness based on such evalua- 
tions; and 


(vi) ensure the readiness and coordinated 
deployment of Federal response teams to re- 
spond to terrorist threats or attacks, working 
with the Assistant to the President for Na- 
tional Security Affairs, when appropriate. 


(d) Prevention. The Office shall coordinate 
efforts to prevent terrorist attacks within the 
United States. In performing this function, 
the Office shall work with Federal, State, and 
local agencies, and private entities, as appro- 
priate, to 

(i) facilitate the exchange of information 
among such agencies relating to immigration 
and visa matters and shipments of cargo; and, 
working with the Assistant to the President 
for National Security Affairs, ensure coordi- 
nation among such agencies to prevent the 
entry of terrorists and terrorist materials and 
supplies into the United States and facilitate 
removal of such terrorists from the United 
States, when appropriate; 

(ii) coordinate efforts to investigate ter- 
rorist threats and attacks within the United 
States; and 

(iii) coordinate efforts to improve the secu- 
rity of United States borders, territorial wa- 
ters, and airspace in order to prevent acts 
of terrorism within the United States, work- 
ing with the Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs, when appropriate. 

(e) Protection. The Office shall coordinate 
efforts to protect the United States and its 
critical infrastructure from the consequences 
of terrorist attacks. In performing this func- 
tion, the Office shall work with Federal, 
State. and local agencies, and private entities, 
as appropriate, to: 
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(i) strengthen measures for protecting en- 
ergy production, transmission, and distribu- 
tion services and critical facilities; other utili- 
ties; telecommunications; facilities that 
produce, use, store, or dispose of nuclear ma- 
terial; and other critical infrastructure serv- 
ices and critical facilities within the United 
States from terrorist attack: 

(ii) coordinate efforts to protect critical 
public and privately owned information sys- 
tems within the United States from terrorist 
attack; 

(iii) develop criteria for reviewing whether 
appropriate security measures are in place 
at major public and privately owned facilities 
within the United States: 

(iv) coordinate domestic efforts to ensure 
that special events determined by appro- 
priate senior officials to have national signifi- 
cance are protected from terrorist attack; 

(v) coordinate efforts to protect transpor- 
tation systems within the United States, in- 
cluding railways, highways, shipping, ports 
and waterw ays, and airports and civilian air- 
craft, from terrorist attack: 

(vi) coordinate efforts to protect United 
States livestock, agriculture, and systems for 
the provision of water and food for human 
use and consumption from terrorist attack: 
and 

(vii) coordinate efforts to prevent unau- 
thorized access to, development of, and un- 
lawful importation into the United States of. 
chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, ex- 
plosive, or other related materials that have 
the potential to be used in terrorist attacks. 

(f) Response and Recovery. The Office 
shall coordinate efforts to respond to and 
promote recovery from terrorist threats or at- 
tacks within the United States. In performing 
this function, the Office shall work with Fed- 
eral, State, and local agencies, and private 
entities, as appropnate, to: 

(i) coordinate efforts to ensure rapid res- 
toration of transportation systems, energy 
production, transmission, and distribution 
systems; telecommunications; other utilities: 
and other critical infrastructure facilities 
after disruption by a terrorist threat or attack: 

(ii) coordinate efforts to ensure rapid res- 
toration of public and private critical infor- 
mation systems after disruption by a terrorist 
threat or attack: 
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iii) work with the National Economic 
Council to coordinate efforts to stabilize 
United States financial markets after a ter- 
rorist threat or attack and manage the imme- 
diate economic and financial consequences 
of the incident; 

(iv) coordinate Federal plans and _pro- 
grams to provide medical, financial, and 
other assistance to victims of terrorist attacks 
and their families: and 

(v) coordinate containment and removal of 
biological, chemical, radiological, explosive, 
or other hazardous materials in the event of 
a terrorist threat or attack involving such haz- 
ards and coordinate efforts to mitigate the 
effects of such an attack. 

(g) Incident Management The Assistant to 
the President for Homeland Security shall be 
the individual primarily responsible for co- 
ordinating the domestic response efforts of 
all departments and agencies in the event of 
an imminent terrorist threat and during and 
in the immediate aftermath of a terrorist at- 
tack within the United States and shall be 
the principal point of contact for and to the 
President with respect to coordination of 
such efforts. The Assistant to the President 
for Homeland Security shall coordinate with 
the Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs, as appropmiate. 

(h) Continuity of Government. The Assist- 
ant to the President for Homeland Security, 
in coordination with the Assistant to the 
President for National Security Affairs, shall 
review plans and preparations for ensuring 
the continuity of the Federal Government in 
the event of a terrorist attack that threatens 
the safety and security of the United States 
Government or its leadership. 

(i) Public Affairs. The Office, subject to 
the direction of the White House Office of 
Communications, shall coordinate the strat- 
egy of the executive branch for commu- 
nicating with the public in the event of a ter- 
rorist. threat or attack within the United 
States. The Office also shall coordinate the 
development of programs for educating the 
public about the nature of terrorist threats 
and appropriate precautions and responses. 

(j) Cooperation with State and Local Goe- 
ernments and Private Entities. The Office 
shall encourage and invite the participation 
of State and local governments and private 
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entities, as appropriate, in carrying out the 
Office’s functions. 

(k) Revietwe of Legal Authorities and Devel- 
opment of Legislative Proposals. The Office 
shall coordinate a periodic review and assess- 
ment of the legal authorities available to ex- 
ecutive departinents and agencies to permit 
them to perform the functions described in 
this order. When the Office determines that 
such legal authorities are inadequate, the Of- 
fice shall develop, in consultation with execu- 
tive departments and agencies, proposals for 
presidential action and legislative proposals 
for submission to the Office of Management 
and Budget to enhance the ability of execu- 
tive departments and agencies to perform 
those functions. The Office shall work with 
State and local governments in assessing the 
adequacy of their legal authorities to permit 
them to detect, prepare for, prevent, protect 
against, and recover from terrorist threats 
and attacks. 

(1) Budget Review. The Assistant to the 
President for Homeland Security, in con- 
sultation with the Director of the Office of 
Management and Bndget (the “Director”) 
and the heads of executive departments and 
agencies, shall identify programs that con- 
tribute to the Administration's strategy for 
homeland security and, in the development 
of the President's annual budget submission, 
shall review and provide advice to the heads 
of departments and agencies for such pro- 
grams. The Assistant to the President for 
Homeland Security shall provide advice to 
the Director on the Jevel and use of funding 
in departments and agencies for homeland 
security-related activities and, prior to the 
Director's forwarding of the proposed annual 
budget submission to the President for trans- 
mittal to the Congress, shall certify to the 
Director the funding levels that the Assistant 
to the President for Homeland Security be- 
lieves are necessary and appropriate for the 
homeland security-related activities of the 
executive branch. 

Sec. 4. Administration. 

(a) The Office of Homeland Security shall 
be directed by the Assistant to the President 
for Homeland Security 

(b) The Office of Administration within 
the Executive Office of the President shall 
provide the Office of Homeland Security 
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with such personnel, funding, and adminis- 
trative support, to the extent permitted by 
law and subject to the availability of appro- 
priations, as directed by the Chief of Staff 
to carry ont the provisions of this order. 


c) Heads of executive departments and 
agencies are authorized, to the extent per- 
mitted by law, to detail or assign personnel 
of such departinents and agencies to the Of- 
fice of Homeland Security upon request of 
the Assistant to the President for Homeland 
Security, subject to the approval of the Chief 
of Staff. 

Sec. 5. Establishment of Homeland Secu- 
rity Council 

(a) L hereby establish a Homeland Security 
Council (the “Council”), which shall be re- 
sponsible for advising and assisting the Presi- 
dent with respect to all aspects of homeland 
security. The Council shall serve as the 
mechanism for ensuring coordination of 
homeland security-related activities of execu- 
tive departments and agencies and effective 
development and implementation of home- 
land security policies 

(bh) The Council shall have as its members 
the President, the Vice President, the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, the Secretary of De- 
fense, the Attorney General. the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services. the Secretary 
of Transportation the Director of the Fed- 
eral Emergency Management Agency, the 
Director of the Federal Burean of Investiga- 
tion. the Director of Central Intelligence, the 
Assistant to the President for Homeland Se- 
curity, and such other officers of the execu- 
tive branch as the President may from time 
to time designate. The Chief of Staff, the 
Chief of Staff to the Vice President, the As- 
sistant to the President for National Security 
Affairs, the Counsel to the President, and the 
Director of the Office of Management and 
Budyvet also are invited to attend any Council 
meeting. “The Secretary of State, the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, the Secretary of the In- 
terior, the Secretary of Energy. the Secretar 
of Labor. the Secretary of Commerce, the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs. the Adminis- 
trator of the Environmental Protection Agen- 
cy. the Assistant to the President for Eco- 
nomic Policy, and the Assistant to the Presi- 
dent for Domestic Policy shall be invited to 
attend meetings pertaining to their respon- 
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sibilities. The heads of other executive de- 
partments and agencies and other senior offi- 
cials shall be invited to attend Council meet- 
ings when appropriate 

(c) The Council shall meet at the Presi- 
dent's direction. When the President is ab- 
sent from a meeting of the Council, at the 
President's direction the Vice President may 
preside. The Assistant to the President for 
Homeland Security shall be responsible, at 
the President s direction, for determining the 
agenda, ensuring that necessary papers are 
prepared, and recording Council actions and 
Presidential decisions. 

Sec. 6. Original Classification Authority 
I hereby delegate the authority to classify in- 
formation originally as Top Secret, in accord- 
ance with Executive Order 12958 or any suc- 
cessor Executive Order. to the Assistant to 
the President for Homeland Security. 

Sec. 7. Continuing Authorities. This order 
does not alter the existing authorities of 
United States Government departments and 
agencies. All executive departments and 
agencies are directed to assist the Council 
and the Assistant to the President for Home- 
land Security in carrying out the purposes 
of this order 

Sec. 8. General Provisions. 

(a) This order does not create any right 
or benefit, substantive or procedural, en- 
forceable at law or equity by a party against 
the United States, its departments, agencies 
or instrumentalities, its officers or employ- 
ees, or any other person 

(b) References in this order to State and 
local governments shall be construed to in- 
clude tribal governments and United States 
territories and other possessions. 

(c) References to the “United States” shall 
be construed to include United States terr- 
tories and possessions. 

Sec. 9. Amendments to Executive Order 
12656. Executive Order 12656 of November 
18, 1988, as amended, is hereby further 
amended as follows: 

(a) Section 101(a) is amended by adding 
at the end of the fourth sentence: “, except 
that the Homeland Security Council shall be 
responsible for administering such policy 
with respect to terrorist threats and attacks 
within the United States.” 
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(b) Section 104(a) is amended by adding 
ai the end: “, except that the Homeland Se- 
curity Council is the principal forum for con- 
sideration of policy relating to terrorist 
threats and attacks within the United States.” 

(c) Section 104(b) is amended by inserting 
the words “and the Homeland Security 
Council” after the words “National Sec urity 
Council.” 

id) The first sentence of section 104(c) is 
amended bv inserting the words “and the 
Homeland Security Council” after the words 
“National Secunty Council.” 

(e) The second sentence of section 104(c) 
is replaced with the following two sentences: 
“Pursuant to such procedures for the organi- 

zation and management of the National Se- 
curity Council and Homeland Security 
Council processes as the President may es- 
tablish. the Director of the Federal Emer- 
gency Management Agency also shall assist 
in the implementation of and management 
of those processes as the President may es- 
tablish. The Director of the Federal Emer- 
gency Management Agency also shall assist 
in the implementation of national security 
emergency preparedness policy by coordi- 
nating with the other Federal departments 
and agencies and with State and local govern- 
ments, and by providing periodic reports to 
the National Security Council and the 
Homeland Security Council on implementa- 
tion of national _ security 


emergency 
paredness policy.’ 


pre- 


(f) Section 201(7) is amended by inserting 


the words 
Council” 
Council.” 

ig) Section 206 is amended by inserting 
the words “and the Homeland Security 
Council” after the words “National Security 
Council.” 

ih) Section 208 is amended by inserting 
the words * 


“and the Homeland Security 
after the words “National Security 


or the Homeland Security Coun- 
cil” after the words “National Security Coun- 
cil” 


George W. Bush 
The White House. 
October 8, 2001. 


[Filed with the Office of the 
12:12 p.m.. October 9, 2001] 


Federal Register, 
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Nore: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on October 10 


Remarks on Signing the Columbus 
Day Proclamation 


October 8, 2001 


Thank vou very much. I’m glad I invited 
you. [Laughter] Thank vou all for coming. 
Laura and I are delighted to have you here 
to celebrate Columbus Day. Since 1934, 
when Franklin Roosevelt first proclaimed the 
national holiday. our entire Nation has ob- 
served Columbus Day to mark that moment 
when the Old World met tie New. We honor 
the man from Genoa and the vision that car- 
ried him throughout his 10-week voyage. And 
we recognize—as well, we recognize the 
unique contributions that people of Italian 
descent have made here -n our country for 
more than five centuries. 

Italian-Americans were among the many 
public servants last month who gave extraor- 
dinary service in an hour of dire emergency. 
Some are with us today. The fire department 
of Arlington, Virginia, was first on the scene 
after the attack on the Pentagon. And we're 
so honored to have Battalion Chief Jim 
Bonzano with us today 

We have representatives of the New York 
Police and Fire Departments with us. rep- 
resentatives of people who showed incredible 
bravery and sacrifice and determination. 
Please welcome Joe Esposito and Chief Dan 
Nigro. 

Chief Nigro is the successor of Peter 
Ganci, Jr., whom I had the privilege of meet- 
ing 2 years ago. Chief Ganci gave his life at 
the World Trade Center and was laid to rest 
on September the 15th. We're so delighted 
today to have heroes here representing the 
Ganci family, his wife, his two sons, and his 
daughters. Welcome. and thank you for 
being here. 

I can’t remember if it was Chris or Peter 
I] who looked out at the South Lawn and 
said, “God, I wish Dad were here. He could 
hit a three wood right over the fence.” 
{Laughter} 1 said. “It might make him nerv- 
ous; he might shank it into the water.” 
[Laughter] He said, ~ 
dad.” 


No. vou don’t know my 
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I want to thank the Sons of Italy who have 
joined us today, as well as the leadership of 
the National Italian American Foundation 
and UNICO National who are here, as well. 
Thank you all for coming. 

Ambassador Salleo from Italy, we're so 
glad you're here, and thank you for bringing 
your wife with you, as well. I just got off 
the phone call with your Prime Minister, 
Prime Minister Berlusconi, who is a good 
friend of mine and a good friend of Amer- 
ica’s. He sends his best, by the way. Wel- 
come. 

I want to thank the Members of Congress 
who are here. Thank you all for coming. And 
I also am so pleased that the first Italian- 
American to serve on our Supreme Court has 
agreed to join us, as well. Justice Scalia, thank 
you for being here, sir. 

I'm proud to have a number of Italian- 
Americans in my administration. A member 
of my Cabinet unfortunately is not here, but 
I can assure you he’s doing a great job, and 
that’s Tony Principi—so proud of Tony’s 
to the He’s 


service veterans of our country. 


doing a really outstanding job. 
As you know, 


that sometimes we have to 
do battle on ¢ -apitol Hill. 1 try to avoid those 
battles, but occasionally it has to happen. And 
therefore, | picke od an Italian-American to 
lead that battle for the White House— 
\laughter|—Nick Calio. Where are you, 
Nick? There know Congress- 
woman Pelosi is saying, all you've got to do 
is do it the way she tells you to, and things 
will be fine. [Laughter] I’m also honored that 
Gian-Carlo Peressutti of my staff has put this 
event together. And I want to thank Gian- 
Carlo, as well, for his hard work. 

Our White House has been—has wel- 
comed many entertainers before. And today 
we have the honor of welcoming a lady who 
you all know well, whose mom had enter- 
tained at the White House years ago. She 
entertained the Kennedys. And today, after 
I sign the proclamation, Liza Minnelli has 
agreed to entertain us in this beautiful room 
in this beautiful house of the people. 

I was in New York last week. Like all 
Americans, | am amazed at what a great job 
the New York City folks are doing, the spirit 
of New York, the willingness for people to 
pull together and to help a neighbor in need. 


you are. | 
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And I’m most impressed by the character of 
the leadership there, two people of Italian 
heritage, I might add, the Governor—[laugh- 
ter|—and Mayor Rudy Giuliani. 

The evil ones thought they were going to 
hurt us, and they did to a certain extent. But 
what they really did was, they enabled the 
world to see the true character and compas- 
sion and spirit of our country, and no finer 
example than that in New York City. 

This Columbus Day should be one of deep 
pride for all Americans—al] Americans—es- 
pecially those for Italian descent. From the 
very beginning of our country, the sons and 
daughters of Italy have brought honor to 
themselves and have enriched our national 
life. In the beauty of this Capital City, we 
see the hand of Italian immigrants who spent 
more than 10 years carving the great seated 
figure in the Lincoln Memorial, who adomed 
the National Cathedral with statues, and who 
graced the dome and corridors of the Capitol 
building with magnificent art. 

Our freedom itself was gained with the 
help of three Italian regiments that crossed 
the Atlantic to fight in the Revolutionary 
War. Our Declaration of Independence 
bears the signature of two Italian-Americans. 
In later struggle, dozens of Italian-Americans 
would receive the Medal of Honor. And 
today, when Americans pay tribute to “The 
Greatest Generation,” we have in mind peo- 
ple like Captain Don Gentile, the fighting 
ace who General Eisenhower described as 
a “one-man air force.” 

Take any field of endeavor, any achieve- 
ment of this country, and Italian-Americans 
are part of it. For generation after genera- 
tion, the success of our country has drawn 
heavily from the industry and resourceful- 
ness of Italian immigrants and their families. 
The same can be said for the values that 
make us a great nation. The millions who 
came here brought with them a distinct 
strength of character, faith in God, devotion 
to family, and love of life. 

This summer I visited Genoa, where 550 
years ago Christopher Columbus was born. 
All around that vibrant, modern city are 
glimpses of the ancient civilization that still 
inspires the world’s admiration and always 
will. In so many ways, that culture has added 
to our own, first on three small ships, then 
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on many more. It is our good fortune to be 
an immigrant nation, to be the keepers of 
traditions and gifts that have come to us from 
great nations like Italy. More than 15 million 
Americans claim Italian heritage. And all 
Americans have reason to be grateful, be- 
cause we would be poorer without it. 

I now have the singular honor of signing 
the official document proclaiming October 
8th, 2001, as Columbus Day in the United 
States of America. 


Nore: The President spoke at 3:09 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White Ilouse. In his remarks, 
he referred to James Bonzano, battalion chief, Ar- 
lington County Fire Department; Joseph J. 
Esposito, chief, New York City Police Depart- 
ment; Daniel A. Nigro, chief, Fire Department- 
City of New York; Kathleen Ganci, widow of New 
York City Fire Department Chief Peter Ganci, 
Jr., and their children, Christopher, Peter III, and 
Danielle; Ambassador Fernando Salleo, Italian 
Ambassador to the United States, and his wife, 
Anna Maria; Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi of 
Italy; Gov. George E. Pataki of New York; and 
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani of New York City. 


Proclamation 7482—Columbus Day, 
2001 


October 8, 2001 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


More than 500 years ago, Christopher Co- 
lumbus set sail from Spain on his historic 
voyage to what would be called the “New 
World.” His celebrated journey inaugurated 
an age of exploration that changed the course 
of history and enormously expanded our un- 
derstanding of the world. Columbus’ willing- 
ness to brave the unknown led to his remark- 
able find, bringing about further explorations 
that enormously enhanced the intellectual, 
commercial, and demographic fabric of Eu- 
rope and the Americas. The stories of Co- 
lumbus’ voyage became a symbol of the quest 
for knowledge and understanding of the 
world, and it laid the historical foundation 
upon which much of America’s future 
progress was built. 

Reflecting on Christopher Columbus’ leg- 
acy, we remember his great courage in 
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choosing to sail across uncharted waters, we 
recall the power of his adventurous spirit, 
and we are inspired by his willingness to as- 
sume considerable risks for the sake of 
knowledge and progress. These virtues have 
been echoed down through history by some 
of America’s greatest pioneers, from 
Meriwether Lewis and William Clark's dar- 
ing explorations of our western frontier to 
the Apollo astronauts planting the American 
flag on the moon. Our Nation continues to 
follow the example of Columbus’ bold desire 
to push the horizon, pursuing new paths of 
research and using our discoveries to benefit 
all of mankind. 

Columbus’ voyage represented the first 
linking of the lands and cultures separated 
by the Atlantic Ocean, and it served as a pre- 
cursor to the close ties that exist today be- 
tween America and Europe. His discovery 
connected continents separated by substan- 
tial geographic, religious, and cultural bar- 
riers; and America has since formed partner- 
ships with nations across the seas that have 
sought to overcome those and other barriers 
through agreements affecting such areas as 
trade, human rights, and military support. 

In commemoration of Columbus’ momen- 
tous journey 509 years ago, the Congress, by 
joint resolution of April 30, 1934 (48 Stat. 
657), and an Act of June 28, 1968 (82 Stat. 
250), has requested that the President pro- 
claim the second Monday of October of each 
year as “Columbus Day.” 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 8, 2001, as Co- 
lumbus Day. I urge the people of the United 
States to reflect on the contributions of 
Christopher Columbus with appropriate 
means of celebration. 1 also direct that the 
flag of the United States be displayed on all 
public buildings on the appointed day in 
honor of Christopher Columbus. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth. 


George W. Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:54 a.m., October 10, 2001] 
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Notr: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 11 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of 
Germany and an Exchange With 
Reporters 


October 9, 2001 


The President. It's been my honor to wel- 
come a great friend of America to the Oval 
Office again. Chancellor Schroeder came to 
talk about our war against terrorist activities. 
We had a great discussion 

First, I want to thank the Chancellor for 
his solidarity with the American people and 
his strong statement of support for the Amer- 
ican people right after the evildoers struck 
on September the 11th. I also want to thank 
Chancellor Schroeder and the German peo- 
ple for their outpouring of support for the 
victims. 

And I also want to thank him for being 
a steadfast friend in a broad coalition that 
is determined to rout terrorism out where 
it may exist, to not only bring the Al Qaida 
organization to justice but to declare a broad 
campaign against terrorists and terrorism all 
across the world. There is no more steadfast 
friend in this coalition than Germany, and 
I'm proud to have him here. 

We also talked about the Middle East and 
the importance that both of us recognize for 
that process to get into Mitchell as quickly 
as possible. The German Government has 
been very strong about working with both 
parties in the Middle East to get into Mitch- 
ell. I assured him we're doing the same thing. 
There would be no better stabilizer for our 
coalition than for the Mitchell process to 
begin in the Middle East. 

But Mr. Chancellor, so thrilled to 
have you here. Thank you for coming. 

Chancellor Schroeder. Thank you very 
much, indeed, Mr. President. I obviously, 
very happily came here, and I'm pleased to 
be here, because it is important to us to show 
that very much in these difficult times, 
friendship must prevail and does prevail. And 
I'm also here to express the deepest solidarity 
from the German side, which is not just 
words being said, but it’s a fact 


we're 
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We very much are in agreement about the 
fact that this fight against terrorism, which 
we are all involved in by now, must be a very 
comprehensive approach, indeed. The action 
that is being taken right now must be added 
to through political measures. through diplo- 
matic action, too. 

We also find it very important to maintain 
the strong degree of cohesion that we see 
at this point in time within the antiterror alli- 
ance that has formed around the world. We 
went on to agree that it was crucially impor- 
tant to dry up the financing for the terrorists. 
And we also find it very important to high- 
light that the action that is presently being 
taken in Afghanistan is not at all directed 
against the people of Afghanistan; it is not 
at all directed against Islam; it is far rather 
directed against Usama bin Laden and the 
very ruthless regime behind him. 

We have also very strongly emphasized 
how important we find it that we do provide 
relief for the refugees and cope with the ref- 
ugee problem that will arise. And I can only 
yet again emphasize the high degree of re- 
spect that I feel vis-a-vis the United States 
of America and the American President, how 
he has gone about linking humanitarian aid 
and assistance up with the strike in this fan- 
tastic way he has done. 


The President. Thank you, sir. 


Military Action in Afghanistan/German 
Contribution 


Q. Mr. President, how close are we to 
using U.S. ground troops in Afghanistan? 
And Mr. Chancellor, what extra commit- 
ments did you make of German military as- 
sets today to the United States cause? 

The President. Well. first, I think the 
American people are beginning to realize 
that this is a unique type of war. The first 
shot we took in this war against terrorism 
was when we started cutting off their money 
And I want to thank the German Chancellor 
and the German Government for cooper- 
ating and joining with us in not only sharing 
information but making it clear to Al Qaida 
and other terrorist groups, we're going to cut 
you off financially. 

Secondly, as you know, we've started con- 
ventional operations. And I believe Secretary 
Rumsfeld summed it up pretty well today 
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when he made it clear that the skies were 
now free for U.S. planes to fly without being 
harassed in any way and that the missions 
have been successful. 

And as to whether or not we will put troops 
on the ground, I'm not going to tell you. I 
think it’s—you've got to understand, we will 
not share intelligence, nor will we talk about 
military plans that we may or may not have 
in the future. 

Chancellor Schroeder. | have—and you 
might remember me saying that—never ex- 
cluded military contributions coming from 
the Federal Republic of Germany. We most 
obviously addressed this topic today. But as 
you might easily salad it would be en- 
tirely unhelpful to spread this type of infor- 
mation. It would only help the enemy that 
we're trying to bring down. It is obvious that 
at the given point in time, details will be dis- 
cussed in al friendship. and we'll come to 
good decisions. 


Intelligence Briefings/Anthrax Exposures 


Q. Mr. President, can you tell us what 
prompted you to write the memo to Con- 
gress about briefing on intelligence matters, 
why you think such restrictions are appro- 
priate? And could you also address what 
threat you think these limited anthrax expo- 
sures pose more generally? Is it linked to ter- 
rorism at all? 

The President. Well first, Mr. Chancellor, 
we had a—we had some security briefings 
take place up on Capitol Hill that were a 
discussion about classified information, and 
some of that information was shared with the 
press. 

Chancellor Schroeder. Oh, we know that 
trouble. {Laughter] 

The President. Oh, you know that trou- 
ble, too. [Laughter] 

These are extraordinary times. Our Nation 
has put our troops at risk. And therefore, I 
felt it was important to send a clear signal 
to Congress that classified information must 
be held dear, that there’s a responsibility, 
that if you receive a briefing of classified in- 
formation you have a responsibility. And 
some Members did not accept that responsi- 
bility—somebody didn’t. So I took it upon 
myself to notify the leadership of the Con- 
gress that I intend to protect our troops. 
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And that’s why I sent the letter I sent. It’s 
a serious matter, Dave [David Gregory, NBC 
News], it’s very serious that people in posi- 
tions of responsibility understand that they 
have a responsibility to people who are being 
put in harm’s way. 

I’m having breakfast tomorrow with Mem- 
bers of Congress. I will be glad to bring up 
this subject. I understand there may be some 
heartburn on Capitol Hill. But I suggest if 
they want to relieve that heartburn, that they 
take their positions very seriously and that 
they take any information they've been given 
by our Government very seriously, because 
this is serious business we're talking about. 

And the second question about anthrax, 
that is serious, as well. I want to first tell 
the American people that an incident obvi- 
ously came up, in the form of a sick male 
who unfortunately passed away. And the local 
authorities, along with the CDC, responded 
very quickly. There is a system in place to 
notify our Government and governments in 
the case of some kind of potential biological 
incident or chemical incident. And the sys- 
tem worked. And now the system is even 
working better, because we have, in essence, 
gone into the building, cleaned the building 
out, taken all samples as possible, and are 
following any trail, any possible trail. 

So thus far, it looks like it’s a very isolated 
incident. But any—any type of incident, any 
type of information that comes into our Gov- 
ernment, we take very seriously, because we 
understand we're dealing with evil people. 

And as you know, I've assured the Amer- 
ican people that life should go on as normal. 
But they also should know, the American 
people should know, that our Government 
is doing everything we can to make our coun- 
try as safe as possible. 

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters]. 


Military Action in Afghanistan 

Q. Mr. President, the Pakistani President 
says he was told that the bombing campaign 
would be relatively short. How long do you 
think it will take? = what do you say to 
some of these people in the Islamic world 
who are protesting the campaign? 

The President. Yes. Well, Steve, 1 don't 
know who told the Pakistani President that. 
Generally, you know, we don’t talk about 
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military plans. And there is one way to short- 
en the campaign in Afghanistan, and that’s 
for the—Usama bin Laden and his leader- 
ship to be turned over so they can be brought 
to justice 

We will have a sustained effort. But I want 
to remind you that this is a part of a larger 
effort, that our war, the war of freedom-lov- 
ing people, such as the Germans and the 
Americans, is against terrorists as a whole. 
And this is one part of a large campaign. 
We—the coalition has arrested over 200 peo- 
ple that have been associated with the Al 
Qaida organization. All around the world, 
freedom-loving people are gathering infor- 
mation, sharing information. and bringing 
people to justice 

And what was the second part of your 
question? 


Protests in Islamic Nations 


Q. The Islamic protestors. What do you 
say to those people? 


The President. | sav that if they think that 


the—first of all, I think the message of the 
Al Qaida organization is one of evil and hate. 
I understand people's willingness to protest, 


but they should not protest the decisions our 
coalition is making, because it is in the best 
interests of freedom and humankind 


Al Qaida and Nations Supporting 


Terrorism 


Q. Do you still want him dead or alive? 

The President. Ours is a compassionate 
nation, as is Germany. We're both combining 
our resources to help people in need. There 
are thousands of starving Afghans, because 
there is a Taliban Government in place that 
has caused starvation and deprivation and 
discrimination. And they are now housing 
terrorists 

And make no mistake about it: The doc- 
trine that says if vou house a terrorist, you're 
just as guilty as a terrorist, will stand. We're 
making that very evident to the world as we 
speak 

Q. Do you still want Mr. bin Laden dead 
or alive, sir? 

The President. | want there to be justice. 
I want there to be justice. And it’s Al Qaida, 
but it’s anybody who feeds Al Qaida, who 
houses Al Qaida, who encourages Al Qaida. 
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Any other terrorist organization that is affili- 
ated with Al Qaida is just as guilty, as far 
as I’m concerned. 

We're very patient people. The American 
people understand, and I know that the 
Chancellor understands, that this is a dif- 
ferent kind of war. There's a certain sense 
of fascination with previous wars in Kosovo 
and Desert Storm, where people could turn 
on their TV screens and see high-tech weap- 
onry burrowing into bunkers and massive ex- 
plosions. 

This is a different type of war. There will 
be a conventional component to the conflict, 
but much of what takes place will never make 
it onto the TV screens. Much of the efforts 
that we talked about in the Oval Office will 
be efforts that you will never see until people 
are brought to justice. And therefore, there 
has to be a certain patience. I think the 
American people are beginning to under- 
stand that 

I will assure you that the people—the ter- 
rorists of the world will understand that I 
am determined and. having talked with the 
Chancellor, that he is determined to lend the 
resources of our Government to bring them 
to justice. If it takes one day, one month, 
one year, or one decade, we're patient 
enough, because we understand that the ac- 
tions we take together are not only important 
for today but will sav to future Chancellors 
or future Presidents. here is how we fight 
terrorism. We also understand the actions we 
take today will make it more likely that our 
children’s children will be able to grow up 
in a free world. 

The first shot of the new war of the 2Ist 
century was fired September the llth. The 
first battle is being w aged, but it’s only one 
of a long series of battles. 


Yes, Bill | Bill Plante, CBS News] 


Domestic Reaction 


Q. Mr. President, as von noted on Sunday, 
there’s a certain amount of nervous anxiety 
in the Nation—fear of new attacks, now that 
the military campaign has begun. Will the 
new Office of Homeland Security do anvy- 
thing concrete to recommend to average 
people that they can do to protect them- 
selves? 
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The President. Well, Bill. 1 think the— 
you know, the people of America should go 
about their business, should go about their 
daily lives, knowing full well that our Govern- 
ment, at all levels, is doing everything we can 
to disrupt any potential action and/or to pro- 
vide the security necessary for people to trav- 
el, for example. I'm briefed every single 
morning about what somebody may or may 
not have heard and what actions are taking 
place. And their Government is responding 
as forcefully and actively as humanly pos- 
sible. 

One of the reasons why this coalition is 
so important is because we share informa- 
tion. When Germany hears something about 
something that may take place here and vice 
versa, we share information. And so, we're 
on high alert at the governmental level. 

But the American people should go about 
their business. And people ought to travel. 
And people ought to feel comfortable going 
to see the mighty Houston Astros play. Peo- 
ple ought to feel comfortable going about 
their lives, knowing that their Government 
is doing everything humanly possible to dis- 
rupt any potential activity that the evil ones 
may try to inflict upon us. 


Intelligence Briefings 


Q. Mr. President, when vou meet with the 
congressional leadership tomorrow, will vou 
be specific about what they can and cannot 
relay back up to the Hill? Or do you just 
expect them not to relay anything? 

The President. Well, I'm going to talk to 
the leaders about this. I have talked to them 
about it. I mean, when the classified informa- 
tion first seeped into the public, I called 
them on the phone and said, “This can't 
stand. We can't have leaks of classified infor- 
mation. It’s not in our Nation’s interests.” 

But we're now in extraordinary times. And 
I was in the—when those leaks occurred, by 
the way, it was right before we committed 
troops. And I knew full well what was about 
to happen. And yet, I see in the media that 
somebody, or somebodies, feel that they 
should be able to talk about classified infor- 
mation. And that’s just wrong. The leadership 
understands that. 

And if there’s concerns, we'll work it out. 
I mean, obviously I understand there needs 
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to be some briefings. | want Don Rumsfeld 
to feel comfortable briefing inembers of the 
Armed Services Committee. But I want Con- 
gress to hear loud and clear: It is unaccept- 
able behavior to leak classified information 
when we have troops at risk. 

I'm looking forward to reiterating that 
message. And we will work together. We've 
got a great relationship. Listen, the four lead- 
ers, with whom I have breakfast on a weekly 
basis, fully understand the stakes. They fully 
understand the decision I made. And thev 
will have gotten feedback from their Mem- 
bers, and we will discuss it. But one thing 
is for certain, | have made clear what I expect 
from Capitol Hill when it comes to classified 
information. 

Chancellor Schroeder. Let me add 
something. I hope that the German press 
corps did hear it. [Laughter] 


President Vladimir Putin of Russia 
Q. We did hear it, Mr. Chancellor. Mr. 


President, do you consider Russia’s war in 
Chechnya to be, first, a war against terrorists? 
And has your view on that changed since 
September 11th? 

The President. \'ve had very good con- 
versations with Vladimir Putin about the war 
on terrorism. I know the Chancellor has, as 
well. I'm, as a matter of fact, going to be 
meeting with the President of Russia within 
2 weeks, in Shanghai, and I'm looking for- 
ward to those meetings. 

I have made it clear to him that | appre- 
ciate his strong statements about America’s 
efforts and the coalition’s efforts to fight ter- 
rorism where we find it. I also made it clear 
to him that he needs to respect minority 
rights within his country. And he listened 
very carefully, and I think he’s appreciative 
that our message has been consistent. From 
the very first conversation I had with Presi- 
dent Putin, I expressed concern about how 
his government was viewing the minority that 
exists and how they were being treated. So 
my position has been very consistent. 

To the extent that there's Al Qaida organi- 
zations in his neighborhood, they need to be 
brought to justice, as well. And we look for- 
ward to sharing information with him, just 
like he’s sharing information with us. He is— 
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he was one of the first—I will tell you an 
interesting story. 


I was airborne on Air Force One and put 
our—on September the 11th—and put our 
troops to a high-alert status. And one of the 
first phone calls I got through my national 
security office was from Vladimir Putin, an- 
nouncing that he has stood his troops down— 
which is significant. In the old days, if we'd 
have put our troops on heightened alert, they 
would have put their troops on more height- 
ened alert—{laughter|—which would have 
caused our troops to go on higher alert. And 
all of a sudden we would have had a conflict, 
a potential conflict out of the realm of the 
incident that caused the troops to go on alert. 

So he quickly called and said, “We're 
standing our troops down.” It’s a new atti- 
tude toward relationship. He understands the 
cold war is over, and so do I, which provides 
great opportunity for not only America but 
Germany to work with Mr. Putin for our na- 
tions’ interests and his nation’s interests 


And I think we're going to find a lot of 
common ground, one of which will be to fight 
terrorism. But as I explained to him, it’s 
going to be hard to have common ground 
if he represses the press and/or treats minon- 
ties within his own country in a way that the 
Western world simply doesn’t understand. 


Listen, thank vou all for coming. Thank 
vou, Chancellor, I appreciate you, sir 


Note: The President spoke at 3:45 p.m. in the 
Colonnade at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to anthrax victim Robert Stevens; 
President Pervez Musharraf of Pakistan; Usama 
bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organi- 
zation; and President Vladimir Putin of Russia. 
He also referred to the Report by the Sharm al- 
Sheikh Fact-Finding Committee, which was 
chaired by former Senator George J. Mitchell. 
Chancellor Schroeder spoke in German, and his 
remarks were translated by an interpreter 
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Proclamation 7483—Leif Erikson 
Day, 2001 
October 9, 2001 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 

On Leif Erikson Day, we join our friends 
in Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, and 
Sweden to celebrate and pay homage to our 
shared ideals and commemorate the con- 
tributions of Nordic Americans to our cul- 
ture. We honor the explorers who led the 
first Viking explorations at the beginning of 
the last millennium, and we pay tribute to 
the many Nordic pioneers who helped to ex- 
plore and settle America’s 19th Century fron- 
tiers. The Nordic and American peoples 
share the virtues of courage, resourcefulness, 
and self-reliance, and they have built nations 
based on the principles of liberty, justice, and 
equality. 

Leif Erikson and his men braved the un- 
known and risked their lives to become the 
first Europeans to set foot on North Amer- 
ican soil. As we reflect upon Erikson’s 
groundbreaking achievements and marvel at 
the adversity and dangers he and his explor- 
ers endured, we are thankful for their great 
endeavor and recognize that achieving dif- 
ficult goals requires people who are coura- 
geous and willing to sacrifice, who take action 
and take risks. 

Today, American researchers and 
entreprenuers, including many of Nordic de- 
scent, are making landmark discoveries in the 
fields of genetics, information technology, 
biotechnology, and renewable energy. 
Through our Northern European Initiative 
and the “Northern Dimension” program that 
Scandinavian countries have sponsored, we 
are deepening our cooperation and connec- 
tions with the Baltic region, building regional 
links in Northwest Russia, and renewing his- 
toric trade relationships. And, we are working 
closely with our Nordic Allies in NATO by 
helping to provide for the region's common 
defense and stability. These and other efforts 
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to improve the world mark the citizens of 
the United States as a people possessing vir- 
tues that echo those of Leif Erikson and the 
first Vikings who landed on our northem 
shores. 


To honor Leif Erikson, the brave son of 
Iceland and grandson of Norway, and our 
Nordic American heritage, the Congress, by 
joint resolution (Public Law 88-66) approved 
on September 2, 1964, has authorized and 
requested the President to proclaim October 
9 of each year as Leif Erikson Day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 9, 2001, as Leif 
Erikson Day. I call upon all Americans to 
observe this day with appropriate cere- 
monies, activities, and programs to honor our 
rich Nordic-American heritage. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this ninth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 


America the two hundred and twenty-sixth. 


George W. Bush 


{Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 11, 2001] 


Note: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 12. 


Executive Order 13229— 
Amendment to Executive Order 
13045, Extending the Task Force on 
Environmental Health Risks and 
Safety Risks to Children 


October 9, 2001 


By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and in order to 
extend the Task Force on Environmental 
Health Risks and Safety Risks to Children, 
it is hereby ordered that Executive Order 
13045 of April 21, 1997, is amended by delet- 
ing in section 3-306 of that order “for a pe- 
riod of 4 years from the first meeting” and 
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inserting in lieu thereof “for 6 years from 
the date of this order’. 


George W. Bush 


The White House, 
October 9, 2001. 


{Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:54 a.m., October 10, 2001] 


Notr: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 11. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on Combat Action in 
Afghanistan Against Al Qaida 
Terrorists and Their Taliban 
Supporters 


October 9, 2001 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

At approximately 12:30 p.m. (EDT) on Oc- 
tober 7, 2001, on my orders, U.S. Armed 
Forces began combat action in Afghanistan 
against Al Qaida terrorists and their Taliban 
supporters. This military action is a part of 
our campaign against terrorism and is de- 
signed to disrupt the use of Afghanistan as 
a terrorist base of operations. 

We are responding to the brutal Sep- 
tember 11 attacks on our territory, our citi- 
zens, and our way of life, and to the con- 
tinuing threat of terrorist acts against the 
United States and our friends and allies. This 
follows the deployment of various combat- 
equipped and combat support forces to a 
number of locations in the Central and Pa- 
cific Command areas of operations, as | re- 
ported to the Congress on September 24, to 
prepare for the campaign to prevent and 
deter terrorism. 

I have taken these actions pursuant to my 
constitutional authority to conduct U.S. for- 
eign relations as Commander in Chief and 
Chief Executive. It is not possible to know 
at this time either the duration of combat 
operations or the scope and duration of the 
deployment of U.S. Armed Forces necessary 
to counter the terrorist threat to the United 
States. As I have stated previously, it is likely 
that the American campaign against ter- 
rorism will be lengthy. I will direct such addi- 
tional measures as necessary in exercise of 
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our right to self-defense and to protect U.S. 
citizens and interests 

I am providing this report as part of my 
efforts to keep the Congress informed, con- 
sistent with the War Powers Resolution and 
Public Law 107-40. Officials of my Adiinis- 
tration and I have been communicating regu- 
larly with the leadership and other members 
of Congress. and we will continue to do so. 

appreciate the continuing support of the 
Congress, including its enactment of Public 
Law 107-40, in these actions to protect the 
security of the United States of America and 
its citizens, civilian and military, here and 
abroad 

Sincerely. 

George W. Bush 

Note: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis 
Hastert Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
and Robert C 


Byrd President pro tempore of 
the Senate 


Remarks Announcing the Most 


Wanted Terrorists List 
October 10, 2001 


Thank vou very much for that warm wel- 
come. I'm pleased to be back at the FBI to 
unveil a new line of attack on our war against 
terrorism, the Most Wanted Terrorist list 

Terrorists try to operate in the shadows 
Thev try to hide, but we're going to shine 
the light of justice on them. We list their 
names; we publicize their pictures; we 
them of their SECTECY 


rob 
. Terrorism has a face, 
and -- vy we expose it for the world to see 

Mr. General, thank you very much for your 
leadership. your strong resolve, the values 
I want to thank all the Justice 
Department folks who are here today 

I'm so honored to be up here with the 
Secretary of State. He's doing a fabulous job 
of rallying the world to our cause. And I want 
to thank the State Department officials who 
are here today, as well. 

And of course, Director Mueller, I want 
to thank you and the fine men and women 
of the FBI for your diligent efforts to disrupt 
and find anvbody who tries to harm Ameri- 
Cans 


you e spouse. 


I also want to introduce Tom Ridge, the 
Director of the Office of Homeland Security. 
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Thank you for being here. Governor, as well 
as General W ayne Downing, the Deputy Na- 
tional Security Adviser for Combating Ter- 
rorism. Thank you all for coming. 

The men on the wall here have put them- 
selves on the list because of great acts of evil. 
They plan, promote, and commit murder. 
They fill the minds of others with hate and 
lies. And by their cruelty and violence, they 
betray whatever faith the *\ espouse 

These 22 individuals do not account for 
all the terrorist activity in the world, but 
they're among the most dangerous, the lead- 
ers and key supporters, the planners and 
strategists. They must be found. They will 
be stopped, and they will he punished 

This effort is part of a worldwide assault 
on terror. All our allies and friends will now 
be familiar with these evildoers and their as- 
sociates. For those who join our coalition, we 
expect results. And a good place to start— 
help us bring these folks to justice. 

Eventually, no corner of the world will be 
dark enough to hide in. I want to thank all 
the State Department employees for helping 
to build an unprecedented—1 mean unprec- 
edented—coalition to stand with us for free- 
dom. 

I] want to thank the American people for 
understanding that we are engaged in a new 
war, a war that will require a new way of 
thinking. There is a fascination about the 
conventional aspects of the military oper- 
ations that are taking place now, and I can 
understand that. But the American people 
must understand that we're making great 
progress in other fronts, that we're halting 
their money, that we've got allies around the 
world helping us close the net. And today, 
by shining the spotlight on the first 22, it’s 
going to make it more likely they will be 
brought to justice. 

I say “the first 22° because our war is not 
just against 22 individuals. Our war is against 
networks and groups, people who coddle 
them, people who try to hide them, people 
who fund them. This is our calling. This is 
the calling of the United States of America, 
the most free nation in the world, a nation 
built on fundamental values, that rejects 
hate, rejects violence. rejects murderers, re- 
jects evil. And we will not tire. We will not 
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relent. It is not only important for the home- 
land security of America that we succeed; it 
is equally as important for generations of 
Americans who have yet be born. 

Now is the time to draw the line in the 
sand against the evil ones. And this Govern- 
ment is committed to doing just that. 

] also want to remind my fellow Americans 
as we round up the evildoers, as we look for 
those who might harm our fellow Americans, 
we must remember not to violate the rights 
of the innocent. 

Our war is not against a religion. Our war 
is against evil. There are thousands of Mus- 
lim Americans who love America just as 
much as I do. And we will respect their 
rights. We will not let the terrorists cause 
decay of the fundamental rights that make 
our Nation unique. As a matter of fact, what 
they'll find out is that our Nation has re- 
sponded in a wav they never envisioned. 
We're united. Pe -ople of all faiths, all reli- 
gions, all areas of our country are united in 
the common effort to stamp out evil where 
we find it. It is the right thing to do. It is 
the right course of action for our Nation and 
the world, and I want to thank you all for 
helping. 

It is now my honor to bring the Director 
of the FBI to the podium 


Nore: The President spoke at 11:02 a.m. in the 
Bonaparte Auditorium at the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation headquarters. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Attorney General John D. Ashcroft. 


Remarks Following Discussions With 
Secretary General Lord Robertson 
of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization 

October 10, 2001 


The President. Lord Robertson, thank 
you very much for coming. I appreciate your 
frie ndship, and J appreciate the consultations 
we just had. 

I want to welcome Nick Burs, our Am- 
bassador to NATO, and of course, Secretary 
of State Colin Powell, as well. 

Within 28 hours of the assault on Sep- 
tember llth, NATO, for the first time in its 
52 years of existence, invoked the Collective 
Defense Clause. It didn’t take long for our 
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friends to respond. A lot of that had to do 
with the leadership of Lord Robertson. This 
was an act of great friendship in a time of 
great need, and our country will never forget. 

Today, NATO nations are acting together 
in a broad campaign against terror. Britain 
is side by side with us in Afghanistan. The 
nations of NATO are sharing intelligence. co- 
ordinating law enforcement, and cracking 
down on the financing of terrorist organiza- 
tions. Some NATO members will provide lo- 
gistic support to military operations, and oth- 
ers have offered to fight if we deem nec- 
essary. 

And right now, in a unprecedented display 
of friendship, NATO air surveillance aircraft 
are on their way to the United States to help 
keep our country safe. Lord Robertson, I 
want to thank you for that, as well, and so 
do the American people. This has never hap- 
pened before, that NATO has come to help 
defend our country. But it happened in this 
time of need, and for that, we're grateful. 

Together, we're building a very strong coa- 
lition against terror. And NATO is the cor- 
nerstone of that coalition. But I want to re- 
mind my fellow citizens, the coalition goes 
way beyond NATO. 

Russia is sharing intelligence and offering 
strong diplomatic support. The Organization 
of American States invoked the collective de- 
fense clause of the Rio Treaty. Japan and 
Korea are offering logistical and other sup- 
port. I had a great conversation with Jiang 
Zemin of China about his desire to join us 
in fighting terrorist activities. 

Military forces from Australia and New 
Zealand are standing bv to assist in combat 
roles if needed. In Africa, the Organization 
of African Unitv has moved quickly and 
strongly to condemn the attacks, and many 
are offering basic services, such as overflight 
and the sharing of intelligence. 

In the Middle East, many nations, includ- 
ing Jordan, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia, are of- 
fering law enforcement, intelligence, and 
other cooperation. In short, many nations un- 
derstand what NATO expressed, that an at- 
tack on us is really an attack on legitimate 
governments and on freedom. 

I want to welcome again our friend to the 
Rose Garden. Lord Robertson has provided 
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extraordinary leadership for an incredibly im- 
portant alliance. He’s a good Scotsman, like 
He could have been 
it seems like to me. because he is 
courageous, open, forthright, and not afraid 
tu take a stand and to do what's right for 
freedom 


Americans are 
a Texan, 


many 


Lord Robertson, welcome to the Rose 
Garden 

Secretary General Lord Robertson. Mr. 
President, thank you for these kind and gen- 
erous words. I'll take them back to the head- 
quarters of the North Atlantic Treaty Organi- 
zation, because that is the organization that 
you're part of, we're part of, and which has 
stood in solidarity over all of these years 

] want to pay a tribute to your leadership 
during this difficult time for your country, 
in this difficult time for the world, as well. 
We stand shoulder to shoulder in a new kind 
of struggle, and a struggle that we have to 
win 

The NATO Allies, in the wake of the ter- 
rible atrocities of the llth of September, 


wanted to move bevond sadness and sym- 


pathy and we moved to solidarity and sup- 
invoked Article 5 
of the Washington Treaty, conceived here in 


port And that is why we 
Washington 1949 difficult cir- 
cumstances and where the language is clear 
and simple is an attack 
Alliance 

NATO still represents the biggest perma- 
nent coalition on this planet: 19 nations in 
the Alliance, 27 nations in addition in the 
Partnership For Peace and part of the Euro- 
Atlantic Partnership Council. And NATO is 
providing now, as you said, serious and strong 
practical support to the United States and 
the U.S.-led coalition operations that are 
going on in the world today: a unique con- 
tribution, political cohesion through Article 
5; real capabilities, like the AWACS aircraft 
that will be flying over continental United 
States by Friday of this week; the tying-in 
of the partners and the partnership, military 
interoperability that worked so well for the 
coalition in the 


in in very 
An attack on one 
on all of the nations of the 


and a new look 
at the adaptation of forces so that we're ready 
to deal with the threats of the future, just 
as we 


Gulf war: 


were able to deal with the enemies 


of the past. 
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So the Alliance will continue to combine 
the best of America and Europe at this dif- 
ficult and troubled time 

These terrorists are not 10 feet tall. They 
are not insuperable. They're not 
unvanquishable. But we are, and we can win, 
and we certainly will win. And I'm very, very 
proud that N ATO and the 19 nations of the 
Alliance are at the heart of a global coalition 
against the most evil criminals of our age 

I’m very proud, Mr. President, that you 
thought fit to describe me as a candidate for 
being a Texan. [Laughter] Given my back- 
ground, I know that you've been in Scotland 
before, and I haven't been in Texas. But I'll 
take it as a compliment, and I believe that 
you could be a Scotsman, as well—{laugh- 
ter|—like the great Scotsmen who made this 
great country as well and who, at the mo- 
ment, happen to be leading this Alliance 
And this Scotsman, in particular, is proud to 
be doing it and is determined that we'll win 

Thank vou very much 

The President. Thank you, sir. God bless 
you. Thanks for coming. 


Nove: The 


President spoke at 1:51 p-m. in the 
Colonnade 


at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Jiang Zemin of China 


Proclamation 7484—General Pulaski 
Memorial Day, 2001 


October 10, 2001 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 
I came here, where freedom is being 


defended, to serve it, and to live and die 


for it 


—General Casimir Pulaski in a letter to 
General George Washington 


Every year, on October 11, we honor the 
memory of Brigadier General Casimir Pu- 
laski, a courageous soldier of liberty who 
bravely gave his life 222 years ago fighting 
for America’s independence. The stories of 
General Pulaski’s heroism during the Revolu- 
tionary War have been a source of inspiration 
for many generations of Americans, and his 
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gallant sacrifice serves as a poignant re- 
minder of the price patriots paid to obtain 
our liberty. 

Pulaski, who was born in Poland in 1745, 
joined his first fight against tyranny and op- 
pression at age 21, defending his beloved Po- 
land against Prussian and Imperial Russian 
invaders. In numerous battles, Pulaski 
achieved fame as a calvary officer, earning 
promotion to commander of an army of Pol- 
ish freedom fighters. But the aggressors ulti- 
mately overcame the Poles, and Pulaski was 
forced into exile. In 1777, Pulaski offered his 
services to America’s fight for freedom and 
set sail from France to join the war for inde- 
pendence. 

Far from his native land, Pulaski showed 
the same courageous combativeness on 
American soil that had gained him fame at 
home. Distinguishing himself in battle after 
battle, Pulaski earned a commission from the 
Continental Congress as a Brigadier General, 
and he was assigned by General Washington 
to command the Continental Amny’s calvary. 
In 1779, during the siege of Savannah, Gen- 
eral Pulaski made the ultimate sacrifice, giv- 
ing his life in battle so that our Nation might 
win its freedom. General Pulaski’s valiant 
leadership earned him recognition as the 
“Father of the American cavalry”. 

Ever since his heroic death, America has 
honored General Pulaski’s memory in many 
ways. including the naming of counties, 
towns, and streets after him. Since 1910, a 
statue of General Pulaski has stood in Wash- 
ington, D.C., permanently memorializing his 
patriotic contributions and noble sacrifice. 
Today, as we respond to the atrocities com- 
mitted against the United States on Sep- 
tember 11, we have been deeply moved by 
the tremendous outpouring of sympathy, 
support, and solidarity from our Polish 
friends, from the highest levels of the govern- 
ment to the thousands of Poles who placed 
flowers and candles at our Embassy gate. Our 
two nations, united by the virtues and ideals 
that General Pulaski embodied, will always 
remain friends and allies. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim Thursdav, Octo- 
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ber 11, 2001, as General Pulaski Memorial 
Day. I encourage all Americans to com- 
memorate this occasion with appropriate 
programs and activities paying tribute to 
Casimir Pulaski and honoring all those who 
defend the freedom of our great Nation. 

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set 
my hand this tenth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand one, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth. 


George W. Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
§:57 a.m.. October 11, 2001} 


Nore: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on October 12. 


Remarks at the Department of 
Defense Service of Remembrance in 
Arlington, Virginia 

October 11, 2001 


President and Senator Clinton, thank you 
all for being here. We have come here to 
pay our respects to 125 men and women who 
died in the service of America. We also re- 
member 64 passengers on a hijacked plane, 
those men and women, boys and girls who 
fell into the hands of evildoers and also died 
here exactly one month ago. 

On September Lith, great sorrow came to 
our country. And from that sorrow has come 
great resolve. Today, we are a nation awak- 
ened to the evil of terrorism and determined 
to destroy it. That work began the moment 
we were attacked, and it will continue until 
justice is delivered. 

Americans are returning, as we must, to 
the normal pursuits of life. But we know that 
if you lost a son or danghter here or a hus- 
band or wife or mom or dad, life will never 
again be as it was. The loss was sudden and 
hard and permanent, so difficult to explain, 
so difficult to accept: three schoolchildren 
traveling with their teacher; an Army general; 
a budget analyst who reported to work here 
for 30 years; a lieutenant commander in the 
Naval Reserve who left behind a wife, a 4- 
year-old son, and another child on the way. 
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One life others. One 
death can leave sorrow that seems almost un- 
bearable. But to all of you who lost someone 
here, | want to say: You are not alone. The 
American people will never forget the cruelty 
that was done here and in New York and 
in the sky over Pennsylvania. We will never 
forget all the innocent people killed by the 
hatred of a few. We know the loneliness you 
feel in your loss. The entire Nation—the en- 
tire Nation shares in your sadness. And we 
pray for you and your loved ones, and we 
will always honor their memory. 

The hijackers were instruments of evil who 
died in vain. Behind them is a cult of evil 
which seeks to harm the innocent and thrives 
on human suffering. Theirs is the worst kind 
of cruelty, the cruelty that is fed, not weak- 


touches so many 


ened, by tears. Theirs is the worst kind of 


violence, pure malice while daring to claim 
the authority of God. We cannot fully under- 
stand the designs and power of evil. It is 
enough to know that evil, like goodness, ex- 
ists. And in the terrorists, evil has found a 
willing servant. 

In New York, the terrorists chose as their 
target a syinbol of America’s freedom and 
confidence. Here, 
our strength in the world. And the attack on 
the Pentagon, on that day, was more sym- 
bolic than they knew. It was on another Sep- 
tember 11th—September 11th, 1941—that 
construction on this building first began. 
America was just then awakening to another 
menace, the Nazi terror in Europe. 

And on that very night, President Franklin 
Roosevelt spoke to the Nation. The danger, 
he warned, “has long ceased to be a mere 
possibility The dange or is here now—not only 
from a military enemy but from an enemy 
of all law, all libe rty, all morality, all religion.” 

For us too. in the year 2001, an enemy 
has emerged that rejects every limit of law, 
morality, and religion. The terrorists have no 
true home in any country or culture or faith. 
They dwell in dark corners of Earth. And 
there, we will find them. 

This week, I have called the Armed Forces 


into action. One by one, we are eliminating 
power centers of a regime that harbors Al 


Qaida terrorists. We gave that regime a 
choice: Turn over the terrorists, or face your 
ruin. They chose unwisely 


they struck a symbol of 


The Taliban regime has brought nothing 
but fear and misery to the people of Afghani- 
stan. These rulers call themselves holy men, 
even with their record of drawing money 
from heroin trafficking. They consider them- 
selves pious and devout, while subjecting 
women to fierce brutality. 

The Taliban has allied itself with mur- 
derers and gave them shelter. But today, for 
Al Qaida and the Taliban, there is no shelter. 

As Americans did 60 years ago, we have 
entered a struggle of uncertain duration. But 
now, as then, we can be certain of the out- 
come because we have «a number of decisive 
assets. We have a unified country. We have 
the patience to fight and win on many fronts, 
blocking terrorist plans. seizing their funds, 
arresting their networks, disrupting their 
communications, opposing their Sponsors. 
And we have one more great asset in this 
cause, the brave men and women of the 
United States military. 

From my first days in this office, I have 
felt and seen the strong spirit of the Armed 
Forces. | saw it at Fort Stewart, Georgia, 
when I first reviewed our troops as Com- 
mander in Chief and looked into the faces 
of proud and determined soldiers. I saw it 
in Annapolis on a gradnation day, at Camp 
Pendleton in California, Camp Bondsteel in 
Kosovo. And I have seen this spirit at the 
Pentagon, before and after the attack on this 
building. 

You've responded to a great emergency 
with calm and courage. And for that, your 
country honors you. A Commander in Chief 
must know—must know—that he can count 
on the skil] and readiness of service men and 
women at every point in the chain of com- 
mand. You have given me that confidence. 

And I give you these commitments. The 
wound to this building will not be forgotten, 
but it will be repaired. Brick by brick, we 
will quickly rebuild the Pentagon. In the mis- 
sions ahead for the military, you will have 
everything you need, every resource, every 
weapon, every means to assure full victory 
for the United States and the cause of free- 
dom. 

And | pledge to you that America will 
never relent on this war against terror. There 
will be times of swift, dramatic action. There 
will be times of steady, quiet progress. Over 
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time, with patience and precision, the terror- 
ists will be pursued. They will be isolated, 
surrounded, cornered. until there is no place 
to run or hide or rest. 

As military and civilian personnel in the 
Pentagon, you are an important part of the 
struggle we have entered. You know the risks 
of your calling, and you have willingly accept- 
ed them. You believe in our country, and our 
country believes in vou. 

Within sight of this building is Arlington 
Cemetery. the final resting place of many 
thousands who died for our country over the 
generations. Enemies of America have now 
added to these graves, and they wish to add 
more. Unlike our enemies, we value every 
life, and we mourn every loss. 

Yet we're not afraid. Our cause is just and 
worthy of sacrifice. Our Nation is strong of 
heart, firm of purpose. Inspired by all the 
courage that has come before, we will meet 
our moment, and we will prevail. 

May God bless vou all, and may God bless 
America. 


Nove: The President spoke at 11:55 a.m. outside 
the Pentagon. 


Remarks Following a Cabinet 
Meeting 
October 11, 2001 


I have asked inv Cabinet to come in and 
give me a briefing on the progress that we're 
making on the war on terrorism. I can report 
to the American people we're making sub- 
stantial progress 

First, our Secretary of State and our dip- 
lomats around the world have put together 
a broad coalition of nations to make a stand 
against terrorists, terrorism, and those who 
harbor terrorists. And Im really pleased. 
This coalition includes not only our friends 
in Europe and South America, but as We Saw 
at the OIC conference, the Organization of 
Islamic Conferences, many Muslim nations 
have taken a very firm stand against terrorist 
activities, as well. 

Obviously, the Secretary of Defense and 
the Defense Department has been busy. As 
I said today, America is verv proud of the 
men and women who wear the uniform: 
thev're proud of your leadership too, sir. 
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We'll leave the military briefing for the Pen- 
tagon 

I had a good visit with our Secretary of 
Treasury, who informed me that we’ve now 
frozen $40 million worth of assets—Taliban 
and Al Qaida assets all around the world, and 
we've just begun. We want the terrorists to 
know that we're after them in all kinds of 
ways, and one good way to make them inef- 
fective is to cut off their money. 

The Attorney General has reported that 
here at the homeland—in the homeland 
we've interrogated over 600 people that may 
have been involved with the bombings, as 
well as spending a great deal of time ana- 
lyzing information that could lead to the dis- 
ruption of any potential attack on America. 

And then we discussed our legislative pri- 
orities before the Congress goes home. One 
of those, of course, is an economic stimulus 
package that must include tax relief that has 
got a positive effect on the economy in the 
short run. 

But there are two other aspects to a good, 
strong economic stimulus package, one of 
which is trade promotion authority. And the 
other is an energy bill. Now, there was a good 
energy bill passed out of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. And the reason it passed is be- 

cause members of both parties understand 
an energy bill is not only good for jobs, it’s 
important for our national security to have 
a good energy pt dlicy. 

And I urge the Senate to listen to the will 
of the Senators and move a bill—move a bill 
that will help Americans find work and also 
make it easier for all of us around this table 
to protect the security of the country. The 
less dependent we are on foreign sources of 
crude oil, the more secure we are at home. 

We've spent a lot of time talking about 
homeland security. An integral piece of 
homeland security is energy independence. 
And I ask the Senate to respond to the call 
to get an energy bill moving. 

W e have got a lot of nak to do, and every- 
body around this table understands that. 
We're a patient group of people; we're a dis- 
ciplined group of people. But one thing 
we've got in mind as well is, we've got the 
best interests of the American people in 
mind. And I'm proud of the job everybody 
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is doing here. I want to thank you on behalf 
of America for your hard work. 
I will see you all tonight 


Notr: The President spoke at 3:02 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. 


Statement on the Back to Work 
Relief Package 
October 11, 2001 


I commend Senators Allen and Wamer 
and others for introducing my “Back to Work 
Relief Package.” I look forward to continuing 
to work with members of both parties to 
enact this important relief for dislocated 
workers across America as soon as possible. 
This proposal will help get workers who lost 
their jobs because of the September 11 at- 
tacks back to work again 


The President’s News Conference 
October 11, 2001 


The President. Good evening. Thank vou. 
Good evening. I would like to report to the 
American people on the state of our war 
against terror, and then I'll be happy to take 
questions from the White House press corps. 

One month ago today, innocent citizens 
from more than 80 nations were attacked and 
killed, without warning or provocation, in an 
act that horrified not only every American 
but every person of every faith and every na- 
tion that values human life. 

The attack took place on American soil, 
but it was an attack on the heart and soul 
of the civilized world. And the world has 
come together to fight a new and different 
war, the first, and we hope the only one, of 
the 2st century, a war against all those who 
seek to export terror and a war against those 
governments that support or shelter them 

We've samimiagitlia’ a great deal in one 
month. Our staunch friends, Great Britain, 
our neighbors Canada and Mexico, our 
NATO Allies, our allies in Asia, Russia, and 
nations from every continent on the Earth 
have offered help of one kind or another, 
from military assistance to intelligence infor- 
mation, to crack down on terrorists’ financial 
networks. This week 56 Islamic nations 
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issued a statement strongly condemning the 
savage acts of terror and emphasizing that 
those acts contradict the peaceful teachings 
of Islam. 

All is strong and united on the diplomatic 
front. The men and women of the United 
States military are doing their duty with skill 
and success. We have ruined terrorist train- 
ing camps, disrupted their communications, 
weakened the Taliban military, and de- 
stroyed most of their air defenses. 

We’ re mounting a sustained campaign to 
drive the terrorists out of their hidden caves 
and to bring them to justice. All missions are 
being executed according to plan on the mili- 
tary front. At the same time, we are showing 
the compassion of America by delivering 
food and medicine to the Afghan people, who 
are, themselves, the victims of a repressive 
regime. 

On the law enforcement front, terrorists 
are being swept up in an international drag- 
net. Several hundred have been arrested. 
Thousands of FBI agents are on the trail of 
other suspects here and abroad. Working 
with countries around the world, we have fro- 
zen more than $24 million in Al Qaida or 
Taliban assets 

We are aggressively pursuing the agents 
of terror around the world, and we are ag- 
gressively strengthening our protections here 
at home. This week we established America’s 
new Office of Homeland Security, directed 
by former Governor Tom Ridge. Americans 
tonight can know that while the threat is on- 
going, we are taking every possible step to 
protect our country from danger. 

Your Government is doing everything we 
can to recover from these attacks and to trv 
to prevent others. We're acting to make 
planes and airports safer, rebuild New York 
and the Pentagon. We must act to stimulate 
a slow economy, to help laid-off workers, and 
we must fund our military 

This is a time of testing—this time of test- 
ing has revealed the true character of the 
American people. We're angry at the evil that 
was done to us, yet patient and just in our 
response. 

Before September 11th, my administration 
was planning an initiative called Commu- 
nities of Character. It was designed to help 
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parents develop good character in our chil- 
dren and to strengthen a spirit of citizenship 
and service in our communities. The acts of 
September 11th have prompted that initia- 
tive to occur on its own, in ways far greater 
than I could have ever imagined. We've 
shown great love for our country and great 
tolerance and respect for all our countrymen. 

I was struck by this, that in many cities, 
when Christian and Jewish women learned 
that Muslim women, women of cover, were 
afraid of going out of their homes alone, that 
they went shopping with them, that they 
showed true friendship and support, an act 
that shows the cat the true nature of 
America. 

Our war on terrorism has nothing to do 
with differences in faith. It has everything 
to do with people of all faiths coming to- 
gether to condemn hate and evil and murder 
and prejudice. 

One month after great suffering and sor- 
row, America is strong and determined and 
generous. I’m honored to lead such a coun- 
trv, and I know we are ready for the chal- 
lenges ahead. 

And now I welcome your questions 

Ron [Ron Fournier, Associated Press}. 


FBI Warning/U.S. Domestic Response 


Q. Thank you, sir. You said that the threat 
is ongoing, and, indeed, the de adly virus of 
anthrax was found in three Florida people 
this week. Usama bin Laden’s spokesman 
says storms of planes are yet to be hijacked. 
Your FBI warned just todav that terrorist at- 
tacks could be happening again in the next 
couple of days. 

If the FBI knows of a credible threat, can 
you assure the public that you would take 
the precaution of locking down any system 
involved, whether it’s buildings, airports, 
water systems, to prevent more deaths? And 
most importantly, is there anything you can 
say to Americans who feel helpless to protect 
themselves and their families from the next 
wave of attacks, if there are more to come? 
What can people do to protect themselves? 

The President. Sure. Today the Justice 
Department did issue a blanket alert. It was 
in recognition of a general threat we re- 
ceived. This is not the first time the Justice 
Department have acted like this. I hope it’s 
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the last, but given the attitude of the 
evildoers, it may not be. 

I have urged our fellow Americans to go 
about their lives, to fly on airplanes, to travel, 
to go to work. But I also want to encourage 
them by telling them that our Government 
is on full alert. And that—the alert put out 
today from the Justice Department was such 
an action. 

Now, if we receive specific intelligence, 
where we—a credible threat that targets a 
specific building or city or facility, I can as- 
sure you our Government will do everything 
possible to protect the citizens around and 
in or near that facilitv. 

And let me give you one example of a spe- 
cific threat we received. You may remeinber 
recently there was a lot of discussion about 
crop dusters. We received knowledge that 
perhaps an Al Qaida operative was prepared 
to use a crop duster to spray a biological 
weapon or a chemical weapon on American 
people. And so we responded. We contacted 
every crop-dust location, airports from which 
crop dusters leave. We notified crop duster 
manufacturers to a potential threat. We knew 
full well that in order for a crop duster to 
become a weapon of mass destruction would 
require a retrofitting, and so we talked to ma- 
chine shops auuak’ where crop dusters are 
located. We took strong and appropriate ac- 
tion. And we will do so any time we receive 
a credible threat. 

Now, the American people have got to go 
about their business. We cannot let the ter- 
rorists achieve the objective of frightening 
our Nation to the point where we don't— 
where we don’t conduct business, where peo- 
ple don’t shop. That's their intention. Their 
intention was not only to kill and maim and 
destroy. Their intention was to frighten to 
the point where our Nation would not act. 
Their intention was to so frighten our Gov- 
ernment that we wouldn't seek justice, that 
somehow we would cower in the face of their 
threats and not respond, abroad or at home. 

We're both responding abroad and at 
home. The American people, obviously, if 
they see something that is suspicious, some- 
thing out of the norm that looks suspicious, 
they ought to notify local law authorities. But 
in the meantime, they ought to take comfort 
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in knowing our Government is doing every- 
thing we possibly can 

We've got a Homeland Security Office 
now running, as I mentioned, headed by 
Tom Ridge. We're sharing intelligence with 
our friends in countries from overseas. We 
follow every lead. And information-sharing 
between the CIA and the FBI is seamless, 
so that the reaction to any threat is real-time. 
But the truth of the matter is, in order to 
fully defend America, we must defeat the 
evildoers where they hide. We must round 
them up, and we must bring them to justice. 
And that’s exactly what we're doing in Af- 
whanistan, the first battle in the war of the 
21st century 

Steve [Steve Holland, Reuters] 


Action Against Al Qaida and the Taliban 


Q. Thank you. You've been careful to 
avoid saying how long the military strikes in 
\fghanistan might take place. But can you 


promise to say how long American—can you 


avoid being drawn into a Vietnam-like quag- 


mire in Afghanistan? 

The President. We learned some very im- 
portant lessons in Vietnam Perhaps the most 
important lesson that I learned is that you 
cannot fight a guerrilla war with conventional 
forces. That's why I've explained to the 
American people that we're engaged in a dif- 
ferent type of war. one obviously that will 
se conventional forces but one 
we've got to fight on all fronts 

I remember saying to you all that the first 
shot in the war was when we started cutting 
off their money, because an Al Qaida organi- 
zation can’t finetion without money. And 
we're continuing our efforts to reach out to 
willing nations to disrupt and seize assets of 
the Al Qaida organization 


which 


We are in the process of rounding up Al 
Qaida members around the world. There are 
Al Qaida organizations in, roughly, 68 coun- 
tries. And over 200 have now been appre- 
hended. And every time I talk to a world 
leader, | urge them to continue finding the 
Al Qaida representatives and bring them to 
justice 

As fan of conventional forces. 
we've got a clear plan, and it’s to sav to the 
host government that vou have 
your chance—and by the way 


as the use 


e rn > 
be en given 


I vave them 
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ample opportunity to turn over Al Qaida. 
made it very clear to them, in no uncertain 
terms, that in order to avoid punishment, 
they should turn over the parasites that hide 
in their country. They obviously refused to 
do so, and now they're paying a price. We 
are dismantling their military, disrupting 
their communications, severing their ability 
to defend themselves. And slowly but surely, 
we're smoking Al Qaida out of their caves 
so we can bring them to justice. 

People often ask me, how long will this 
last? This particular battlefront will last as 
long as it takes to bring Al Qaida to justice. 
It may happen tomorrow: it may happen a 
month from now; it may take a year or 2. 
But we will prevail. And what the American 
people need to know is what our allies know: 
Il am determined to stay the course. And we 
must do so. We must do so. We must rid 
the world of terrorists so our children and 
grandchildren can grow up in freedom. It is 
essential. It is now our time to act, and I'm 
proud to lead a country that understands 
that 


Nature of Action Against Terrorists 


Q. Mr. President, today Defense Secretary 
Rumsfeld said that Usama bin Laden was 
probably still in Afghanistan. How can the 
U.S. get him, dead or alive. to use words that 
you've used recently, if we're not entirely 
sure whether he’s in the country? And can 
we win the war on terrorism if bin Laden 
is not found? 

The President. Ours is a war against ter- 
rorism in general. Mr. bin Laden is a—is one 
of the worst. But as you nay remember, we 
published the 22 Most Wanted. He’s one of 
22 we're after. In terms of Mr. bin Laden 
himself, we'll get him running. We'll smoke 
him out of his cave, and we’l 
ally. 

But success or failure depends not on bin 
Laden; success or failure depends upon rout- 
ing out terrorism where it may exist all 
around the world. He’s just one person, a 
part of a network, and we're slowly, but sure- 
ly, with determined fashion. routing that net- 
work out and bringing it to justice. 


] yet him eventu- 


We've been active for a month. I intend 
to be giving vou a briefing for as long as I'm 
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the President. I understand this is a uncon- 
ventional war. It’s a different kind of war. 
It’s not the kind of war that we’re used to 
in America. The greatest generation was used 
to storming beachheads; baby boomers, such 
as myself, were used to getting caught in a 
quagmire of Vietnam where politics made 
decisions more than the military sometimes; 
generation X was able to watch technology 
right in front of their TV screens—you know, 
burrow into concrete bunkers in Iraq and 
blow them up. This is a different kind of war 
that requires a different type of approach and 
a different type of mentality. 

And so we're going to slowly but surely 
tighten the net on terrorists, wherever they 
live. And it’s essential to do so now. It’s es- 
sential to do so now. The actions my Govern- 
ment takes, in concert with other countries, 
the actions we take at home to defend our- 
selves will serve as a go-by for future Presi- 
dents, or future Prime Ministers in Britain, 
for example, or future FBI Directors. It is 
important that we stay the course, bring 
these people to justice, to show—and show 
others how to fight the new wars of the 2Ist 
century. 

Helen [Helen Thomas. Hearst News- 
papers]. 


Scope of Antiterrorist Action 


Q. Mr. President, on that note, we under- 
stand you have advisers who are urging you 
to go after Tray, take out Iraq. Syria, and so 
forth. Do you really think that the American 
people will tolerate you widening the war be- 
yond Afghanistan? And I have a followup. 
{ Laughter] 

The President. Thank you for warning 
me. [Laughter] 

Our focus is on Afghanistan and the ter- 
rorist. network hiding in Afghanistan, right 
now. But as well, we're looking for Al Qaida 
cells around the world. [f we find an Al Qaida 
cell operating. we will urge the host country 
to bring them to justice, and we're having 
some progress—we re making progress. 

As I mentioned, Helen, this is a long war 
against terrorist activity. And the doctrine I 
spelled out to the American people in front 
of Congress said not only will we seek out 
and bring to justice individual terrorists who 
cause harm to people, to murder people; we 





will also bring to justice the host govern- 
ments that sponsor them, that house them 
and feed them. 

You mentioned Iraq. There's no question 
that the leader of Iraq is an evil man. After 
all, he gassed his own people. We know he’s 
been developing weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. And I think it’s in his advantage to allow 
inspectors back in his country to make sure 
that he’s conforming to the agreement he 
made, after he was soundly trounced in the 
Gulf war. And so we’re watching him verv 
carefully. We're watching him carefully. 

Your followup, please. 


Situation in the Middle East 


Q. It's a little offheat, but—{laughter] 

The President. Okay. Well, I expect an 
offbeat question, frankly. 

Q. you've met twice in the White 
House, since you've been in office, with 
Prime Minister Sharon. But you have refused 
to meet with Yasser Arafat. Now that you 
envision a Palestinian state, will you meet 
with Arafat and, if so, when? 

The President. | want to assure the Amer- 
ican people, in particular our allies who are 
interested in our position in the Middle East, 
that we're spending a lot of time dealing with 
the Middle East. I know there was some con- 
cern amongst our allies when the September 
11th—right after the September 11th attack, 
that we ‘would forgo any responsibility we 
have in the Middle F East. Secretary of State 
Powell is doing a great job of staying in con- 
tact with both Mr. Arafat and Prime Minister 
Sharon. 

I have met with Prime Minister Sharon, 
and I've assured him every time we've met 
that he has no better friend than the United 
States of America. I also stated the other day 
that if we ever get into the Mitchell process 
where we can start discussing a political solu- 
tion in the Middle East, that I believe there 
ought to be a Palestinian state, the bound- 
aries of which will be negotiated by the par- 
ties, so long as the Palestinian state recog- 
nizes the right of Israel to exist and will treat 
Israel with respect 

Obviously, the events of September 11th 
have prevented overt diplomacy in the Mid- 
dle East—not prevented it, it just made it— 
my calendar is a little crowded. On the other 
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hand, I am very much engaged. I have spo- 
ken to Prime Minister Sharon again. And if 
I am convinced that a meeting with a par- 
ticular party at this point in time will further 
the process, I will do so. If it turns out to 
be an empty photo opportunity that creates 
expectations that will become dashed, I won't 
meet 

I hope progress is being made. I was 
pleased to see that Mr. Arafat is trying to 
control the radical elements within the Pales- 
tinian Authority And I think the world ought 
to applaud him for that. I hope he’s taking 
measures necessary to reduce the violence 
in the Middle East, so that we can get into 
the Mitchell process. 

We're working hard on the topic, Helen. 
It's a very important part of our foreign pol- 
Icy 


David [ David Gregory, NBC News]. 


Usama bin Laden and Al Qaida 


Q. Mr. President, good evening. I'd like 
to ask you for a more complete portrait of 
your progress so far. Can you tell the Amer- 
ican people, specifically, what is the state of 
Usama bin Laden? What is the state of the 
Al Qaida network? Are they on the run? To 
what extent have you been able to disrupt 
their activities? Do you believe there are 
members of those cells still in the United 
States capable of carrying out terrorist acts? 
And. again, do you know whether Usama bin 
Laden is dead or alive? 

The President. Yes. 


wards 


Let me start back- 
I don’t know if he’s dead or alive. I 
want him brought to justice, however. We 
are following every possible lead to make 
sure that any Al Qaida member that could 
be in the United States is brought to justice. 
The FBI has got thousands of agents who 
are following every hint of a possibility of an 
Al Qaida member in our country. We're 
chasing down the leads of—that have been 
given to us as a result of the bombing, and 
we're following other leads. 

Let me say one thing about the FBI that 
I think people find interesting. All of us in 
Government are having to adjust our way of 
thinking about the new war. The military is 
going to have to adjust. They recognize—and 
Secretary Rumsfeld cle arly understands 
this—that we need to have a—that we need 
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to rethink how we configure our military— 
there's been some stories to that effect—so 
that we can more effectively respond to 
asymmetrical responses from terrorist orga- 
nizations. The FBI must think differently, 
and Director Mueller is causing them to do 
so. 

The FBI, as you know, spent a lot of man- 
power and time chasing—spies in a post- 
cold-war era. They were still chasing spies— 
nothing wrong with that. except we have a 
new enemy. And now the FBI is rightly di- 
recting resources toward homeland security. 
It’s been an adjustment. And I’m proud to 
report that Director Mueller has adjusted 
quickly. 

I am confident that the Al Qaida organiza- 
tion is moving around Afghanistan. They 
think they might find safe haven? Not if we 
think they’ re there. And we've got them on 
the run. 

The other day we brought to justice a per- 
son that killed an Avaerics an citizen in 1986. 
He was charged with murder. And I made 
a point of talking about that in a press con- 
ference because I wanted not only terrorists 
to understand but the American people to 
understand that we'll be patient, if need be, 
to bring them to justice. We'll find them. 

And he thought his—this is an interesting 
case in Afghanistan because it's—he thought 
he had hijacked a country. He actually did 
for a while. He forced a country to accept 
his radical thoughts. And it became a safe 
haven for bin Laden and the Al Qaida organi- 
zation. It’s no longer a safe haven, that’s for 
sure, because of our military activity, David. 

Yes, Elisabeth [Elisabeth Bumiller, New 
York Times] 


Ensuring Continuity of Government 

Q. Mr. President, you've tried very hard 
to assure Americans that the country is safe, 
and yet your own Vice President has spent 
most of this week in a secure location. Can 
you explain why that is and also how long 
that will last? 

The President. Sure. | shook hands with 
the Vice President today in the Oval Office. 
I welcomed him out of his secure location. 
[Laughter] There are some times when the 
Vice President and | will be together, and 
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sometimes we won't be. We take very seri- 
ously the notion of the continuity of Govern- 
ment. It’s a responsibility we share, to make 
sure that under situations such as this, when 
there are possible threats facing our Govern- 
ment, that we separate ourselves, for the sake 
of continuity of our Government. And I was 
pleased to see him. He’s looking swell. 
[Laughter] 
Jim |Jim Angle, Fox News]. 


Nature of the Coalition 


Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Sir, some 
critics have expressed doubts about trying to 
get nations that once sponsored terrorism to 
now cooperate in the effort against terrorism. 
Would you share your thinking with us, sir, 
and is it your view that every sinner should 
get a chance to redeem himself—that there 
is, in effect, an amnesty for nations that once 
sponsored terrorism if they will now stop and 
cooperate with us? 

The President. Of course. But our ability 
to affect host nations harboring terrorists will 
depend upon our determination, our will, our 
patience. We are sending a signal to the 
world as we speak that if you harbor a ter- 
rorist, there will be a price to pay. 

And there are nations in the world that 
have expressed a desire to help. Helen men- 
tioned Syria. The Syrians have talked to us 
about how they can help in the war against 
terrorism. We take that—we take that seri- 
ously, and we'll give them an opportunity to 
do so. 

I'm a performance-oriented person. I be- 
lieve in results. And if vou want to join the 
coalition against terror, we'll welcome you in. 
I have recognized some countries will do 
things that others won't do. All I ask is for 
results. If you say you want to join us to cut 
off money, show us the money. If you say 
you want to join us militarily, like Great Brit- 
ain does, do so—and they have done so in 
a fashion that should make the people of 
Great Britain proud. If you're interested in 
sharing intelligence, share intelligence—all 
Ways. 

I appreciate diplomatic talk, but I’m more 
interested in action and results. I am abso- 
lutely determined—absolutely determined— 
to rout terrorism out where it exists and bring 
them to justice. We learned a good lesson 
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on September the 11th, that there is evil in 
this world. I know there’s a lot of children 
in America wondering what took place. I 
think it’s essential that all moms and dads 
and citizens tell their children we love them 
and there is love in the world, but also re- 
mind them there are evil people. 

And it’s my duty as the President of the 
United States to use the resources of this 
great Nation, a freedom-loving nation, a 
compassionate nation. a nation that under- 
stands values of life. and rout terrorism out 
where it exists. And we're going to give plen- 
ty of nations a chance to do so. 

Terry [Terry Moran, ABC News]. 


FBI Warning 
Q. Back to the FBI warning of today, 


which was based, it said, on certain informa- 
tion that there would be retaliatory attacks 
over the next several days. Given the com- 
plete generality of that warning, what does 
it really accomplish, aside from scaring peo- 
ple into not doing what you've urged them 
to do—getting back to their normal lives— 
what should they do with it, and did you per- 
sonally approve the issuance of that warming? 

The President. I'm aware of the intel- 
ligence that caused the warning to be issued, 
and it was a general threat on America. And 
as I mentioned earlier, had it been a specific 
threat, we would have contacted those to 
whom the threat was directed. 

But Terry, I think it is important for the 
American people to know their Government 
is on full alert, and that’s what that warning 
showed. We take every threat seriously, and 
the American people shouldn’t be surprised 
that we're issuing alerts. After all, on our TV 
screens the other day, we saw the evil one 
threatening—calling for more destruction 
and death in America. And so we should take 
these threats seriously. And we had another 
threat, a general threat. Had it been specific, 
we would have dealt with the specifics of the 
threat. 

I think the American people should take 
comfort in the fact that their Government 
is doing everything we possibly can do to run 
down every possible lead and take threats— 
and we take threats seriously. 

I think the American people do under- 
stand that after September 11th, that we're 
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facing a different world. And they accept that 
responsibility 
bility 

There is, I think, some positive news about 


They accept that responsi- 


the American people reacting to what we're 
doing. The load factors on airplanes are in- 
creasing. Now, I recognize certain routes 
have been reduced, but nevertheless, people 
are getting back on airplanes. That's impor- 
tant that that be the case. Hotels are getting 
more customers. That's important for the 
working people of the country 

We are getting back to normal. We're 
doing so with a new sense of awareness. And 
the warning that went out today helped 
heighten that sense of awareness. 


John [John Roberts, CBS News] 


Afghanistan 


Q. Mr. President, you've said on repeated 
occasions that you're not into nationbuilding. 
Yet, it appears in this case, given the politics 
of the region, it may play a crucial role in 


resolving this crisis. Prime Minister Blair of 


the coalition, if the 
will work to create a broadly 
based government. I'm wondering, sir, has 
that become a pnonity of your administration 
now, to devise a plan for a new government 
in Afghanistan? And what part might King 
Zahir Shah play in that? 

The President. Well, I think it’s—John, 
its a—tirst let me reiterate, my focus is 
Al Qaida to and saying to 
the host Government, you had your chance 
to deliver. Actually, I will say it again—if you 
—_ him up, ont his people, today, th it 

ell reconsider what we're doing to your 
country. You still have a second chance. Just 
bring him in, and bring his leaders and lieu- 
tenants and other thugs and criminals with 
him 
think we 

and should learn 


Britain has said that 
Taliban falls, 


bringing justice 


did learn a lesson, however, 
lesson from the 
previous engagement in the Afghan area, that 
we should not just simply leave after a mili- 
tary objective has achieved. That’s 
why—and I sent that signal by announcing 
that we're going to spend $320 million of aid 
to the Afghan people. That's up from roughly 
$170 million this vear 

I personally think that a—and I appreciate 


Tony Blair'ss—and I've discussed this with 


from 


been 
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him—his vision about Afghan after we're 
successful—Afghanistan alter we're success- 
ful. One of the things we've got to make sure 
of is that all parties, all interested parties have 
an opportunity to be a part of a new govern- 
ment, that we shouldn't play favorites be- 
tween one group or another within Afghani- 
stan. Secondly, we've got to work for a stable 
Afghanistan so that her neighbors don’t fear 
terrorist activity again coming out of that 
country. Third, it would be helpful, of course, 
to eradicate narcotraflicking out of Afghani- 
stan, as well. 

I believe that the United Nations would— 
could provide the framework necessary to 
help meet those conditions. It would be a 
useful function for the United Nations to 
take over the so-called nationbuilding—I 
would call it the stabilization of a future gov- 
emment—after our military mission is com- 
plete. We'll participate; other countries will 
participate. I've talked to many countries that 
are interested in making sure that the post- 
operations Afghanistan is one that is stable 
and one that doesn't become yet again a 
haven for terrorist criminals. 

Ken [Ken Walsh, U.S. News & World Re- 
port]. 


Domestic Reaction 


Q. Mr. President, I'm sure many Ameri- 
cans are wondering where all this will lead. 
And you've called upon the country to go 
back to business and to go back to normal. 
But you haven't called for any sacrifices from 
the American people. And I ‘wonder, do vou 
feel that any will be needed? Are you plan- 
ning to call for any? And do you think that 
American life will really go back to the way 
it was on September 10th? 

The President. Well, you know, | think 
the American people are sacrificing now. | 
think thev're waiting in airport lines longer 
than they've ever had before. I think that— 
1 think there’s a certain sacrifice when you 
lose a piece of your soul. And Americans— 
listen, I was standing up there at the Pen- 
tayon today, and I saw the tears of the fami- 
lies whose lives were lost in the Pentagon. 
And I said my talk there that America 
prays with vou. I think there’s a sacrifice, 
there's a certain sense of giving themselves 
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to share their grief with people they'll never, 
mavbe, ever see in their lives 

So America is sacrificing. America—I 
think the interesting thing that has hap- 
pened, and this is so sad an incident, but 
there are some positive things developed— 
that are developing. One is. I believe that 
many people are reassessing what's impor- 
tant in life. Moms and dads are not only reas- 


sessing their marriage and the importance of 


their marriage but of the necessity of loving 
their children like never before. I think that’s 
one of the positives that have come from the 
evildoers. 

The evil ones have sparked an interesting 
change in America, I think—a compassion 
in our country that is overflowing. I know 
their intended act was to destrov us and make 
us cowards and make us not want to respond. 
But quite the opposite has happened. Our 
nation is united. We are strong. We're com- 
passionate; neighbors care about neighbors. 

The story I talked about earlier was one 
that really touched my heart, about women 
of cover fearing to leave their homes. And 


there was such an outpounng of compassion 
for people within our own country, a recogni- 
tion that the Islamic faith should stand side 
by side, hand to hand with the Jewish faith 
and the Christian faith in our great land. It 
is such a wonderful example 


You know, I'm asked all the time-—I'll ask 
myself a question. [Laughter] How do I re- 
spond to—it’s an old trick—|laughter|—how 
do I respond when I see that in some Islamic 
countries there is vitriolic hatred for Amer- 
ica? I'll tell you how I respond: I'm amazed 
I'm amazed that there is such misunder- 
standing of what our country is about, that 
people would hate us. I am, | am—like most 
Americans, I just can't believe it, because I 
know how good we are, and we've got to do 
a better job of making our case. We've got 
to do a better job of explaining to the people 
in the Middle East. for example, that we 
don’t fight a war against Islam or Muslims. 
We don't hold any religion accountable. 
We're fighting evil. And these murderers 
have hijacked a great religion in order to jus- 
tifv their evil deeds. And we cannot let it 
stand. 


John [John King, Cable News Network]. 
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Nature of the Coalition/ABM Treaty 


Q. Mr. President, you have spoken with 
great pride of this intemational coalition. I 
want to ask you, before the events of Sep- 
tember 11th, one of the big questions you 
faced this fall was, would you violate the 
Antiballistic Missile Treaty and go ahead with 
the missile defense plan if Russia did not 
strike a deal? Will vou do that now because 
Russia’s cooperation is so important? And 
separately but related, are you disappointed 
that while there have been some statements 
of support from the Muslim world and the 
Arab world, that there have not been more 
vocal and repeated statements agreeing with 
you that this is a war against terrorism, not 
Islam? 

The President. John, let me start with the 
latter part. I was heartened by the Organiza- 
tion of Islamic Conference’s statement of 
support for our war against terror. I think 
that that statement spoke volumes about the 
attitude of Muslim nations, and I was pleased 
to see that support. 

Some coalition members will feel more 
comfortable doing certain things than other 
coalition members will. And my attitude is, 
and the attitude of my administration is, we'll 
accept any help that a government is com- 
fortable in giving. And we should not try to 
force governments to do something that they 
can't do. Any help is better than no he 1 

And so, | am so appreciative of the help 
we're getting in the Middle East. Somebody 
asked me the other day, was I pleased with 
the actions of Saudi Arabia. I am. I appre- 
ciate the actions of that Government. 

In terms of missile defense, I can’t wait 
to visit with my friend Vladimir Putin. in 
Shanghai, to reiterate once again that the 
cold war is over, it’s done with, and that there 
are new threats that we face, and no better 
example of that new threat than the attack 
on America on September 11th. 

And I'm going to ask my friend to envision 
a world in which a terrorist thug and/or a 
host nation might have the ability to de- 
velop—to deliver a weapon of mass destruc- 
tion via a—via recket. And wouldn’t it be in 
our nations’ advantage to be able to shoot 
it down? At the very least, it should be in 
our nations’ advantage to determine whether 
we can shoot it down. And we're restricted 
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from doing that because of an ABM Treaty 
that was signed during a totally different era 

The case cannot be even—the case is more 
strong today than it was on September the 
10th that the ABM is outmoded, outdated, 
reflects a different time. And I’m more 
than—I am more than anxious to continue 
to them. And we will do 
what's right in regards to 

Q. [Inaudible|—not 
withdraw this year? 

The President. 


trouble hearing John 


making tiny case 


agree would you 


Excuse me. I'm having 

Q. If he does not agree with you, would 
you withdraw from the ABM Treaty this 
year? 

The President. | have told Mr. Putin that 
the ABM Treaty is outdated, antiquated. and 
useless. And I hope that he will join us in 
a new strategic re lationship 

One more question please 


Thank vou 


Domestic Reaction 


Q. You talk about the general threat to 
ward Americans. You know, the Internet is 
crowded with all sorts of rumor and gossip 
and, kind of, urban myths. And people ask 
us, what is it they're supposed to be on the 
lookout for? Other than the 22 most wanted 
terrorists, what are Americans supposed to 
look for and report to the police or to the 
FBI? 

The President. Well, Ann [Ann Compton 
ABC News], you know, if you find a person 
that you've never seen before getting in a 
crop duster that doesn’t be ‘long to you— 
(laughter|—report it. [Laughter] If you see 
lurking around petro 
chemical plants, report it to law enforcement 

I mean, people need to be logical. Now, 
listen, I want to urge my fellow Americans 
not to use this as an opportunity to pick on 
somebody that look like you or 
doesn’t share your religion. The thing that 
makes our Nation so strong and that will ulti- 
mately defeat terrorist activity is our willing- 
ness to tolerate people of different faiths, dif- 
ferent opinions, different colors within the 
fabric of our society. 

And so I would urge my fellow Americans, 


suspic ious pe ople 


doesn't 


obviously, if they see something suspicious, 
abnormal, something that looks threate ning, 
report it to local law enforcement 
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America’s Fund for Afghan Children 


Let me conclude by one final statement 
Thank you all for coming. Before we leave, 
I want to make a spe cial re quest to the chil- 
dren of America. ] ask you to join in a special 
effort to help children of Afghanistan. 
Their country has been through a great deal 
of war and suffering. Many children there 
are starving and are severely malnourished. 
One in three Afghan children is an orphan. 
Almost half suffer chronic malnutrition. And 
we can, and must, help them. 

We've created a special relief effort that 
will be supervised by the Red Cross. We are 
asking every child in America to ear or give 
a dollar that will be used to provide food and 
medical help for the children of Afghanistan. 
You can send your dollar in an envelope, 
marked America’s Fund for Afghan Chil- 
right here to the White House, 1600 
Pennsyly ania Avenue, Washington, DC 

This is an opportunity to help others, while 
teaching our own children a valuable lesson 
about service and character. | hope school 
classes or Boys and Girl Scout troops, other 
youth organizations will participate in any 
way to raise the money to send to the chil- 
dren. Wash your car. Do a vard for a neigh- 
bor. And I hope the adults will he ‘Ip them, 


as We |] 


dren, 


Ultimately, one of the best weapons, one 
of the truest weapons that we have against 
to show the world the trie 
strength of character and kindness of the 
Americans are united in 
this fight against terrorism. We're also united 
in our concern for the innocent people of 
Afghanistan. Winter is coming, and by acting 
today we can help the children survive. 

Thank you for vour questions. May God 
bless America 


terrorism 1s 


American people 


Nore: The President's news conference beg 
in the East Room at the White 
In his remarks. he referred to Al Qaida spokesman 
Sulaiman Abu Ghaith; President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; Prime Minister Ariel Sharon of Israel: 
Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Author- 
ity; Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United King- 
dom; Muhammad Zahir Shah, former King of Af- 
ghanistan; and President Viadimir Putin of Russia. 
The President also referred to the Report of the 
Shari al-Sheikh Fac t-Finding Committee, which 
was Chaired by former Senator George ]. Mitchell 


Fan ut 


5 p.m ao. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting a Report on Iraq’s 
Compliance With United Nations 
Security Council Resolutions 
October 11, 2001 


Dear Mr. Speaker. (Dear Mr. President:) 
Consistent with the Authorization for Use 
a Military Force Against Iraq Resolution 
Public Law 102-1) and as part of my effort 
to keep the Congress fully informed, I am 
reporting on the status of efforts to obtain 
Iraq's compliance with the resolutions adopt- 
ed by the United Nations Security Council. 
Sincerely, . 


George W. Bush 


Note: letters were sent to J. Dennis Hastert, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and 
Robert C. Byrd, President pro tempore of the 
Senate 
the Press Secretary on October 12 
was not available 
of this letter. 


An original 


for verification of the content 


Remarks to the March of Dimes 
Volunteer Leadership Conference 
October 12, 200] 


Thank you very much. Thank you all. 
Thank you all very much. Okay. Thank vou 
all very much for your warm welcome Tm 
honored to be here. I understand that for 
more than six decades, the volunteers and 
supporters of the March of Dimes have given 
help and hope to those in need, and I’m here 
to sav thanks on behalf of the American peo- 
ple. 

I'm also here to ask Americans for a good 
deed, something the children of America can 
do to help the children of Afghanistan. 

Before I begin, I want to thank Tommy 
Thompson for his leadership. He left a great 
State—almost as good as Texas—|laugh- 
ter|—to come and serve his country. And 
he’s doing a fabulous job. As vou know, there 
was a recent incident with anthrax in Florida. 
And Tommy handled that incident with such 
calm and such purpose and got the facts on 
the table early so that the American people 
were able to react in a way that did not dis- 
rupt their lives and, at the same time, felt 


This letter was released bv the Office of 
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comfortable that our Government was doing 
everything we could possibly do to protect 
the lives of citizens. Tommy is doing a great 
job. I'm glad I picked him, and I’m glad he 
came. 

I, too, want to thank Gary and Jennifer 
for their leadership; thank the members of 
the trustees who are here. I want to thank 
the sponsors of the March of Dimes in this 
convention who are here. And I particularly 
want to thank the volunteers from all across 
America who have come today. 

I not only appreciate your hard work on 
behalf of children in America; I appreciate 
you setting a good example by getting on the 
airplanes and trains and buses and going 
about the business of America. We will not 
let the terrorists hold us hostage in our coun- 
try. 

i'm especially proud to be here with an 
organization that’s one of the most successful 
voluntary health organizations in the history 
of our Nation. For more than 60 vears, 60 


long years, the March of Dimes has coupled 
compassion and persistence. Your resolve in 
combating disease has changed the world in 
which we live. 


Today, you're advocating better access to 
prenatal care, expanded health care cov- 
erage, and a greater awareness of proper nu- 
trition and immunization. You're supporting 
genetic testing, screening, and_ research. 
These efforts are saving the lives of women 
and children and advancing the frontiers of 
medicine. You're working to reduce birth 
rates by 10 percent, reduce infant mortality 
to 7 per 1,000 live births, limit low birth rate 
to no more than 5 percent of all live births, 
and increase the number of women who get 
prenatal care in the first trimester to 90 per- 
cent—such important goals for our country, 
such an admirable cause. And I’m here to 
thank you for it. 

Advancing these frontiers is also a priority 
of my administration, as Tommy pointed out. 
We're working with Congress to increase 
funding for the National Institutes of Health 
by $2.8 billion next year. And that’s part of 
an effort to double NIH’s funding to ta 
treatments and cures for some of the most 
deadly and debilitating diseases, diseases that 
affect Americans of all ages. 








1464 Oct 

The March of Dimes is a great influence. 
And it’s important for America to understand 
its history, as well. In the 1930's, America 
lived in fear of contracting a disease simply 
known as “the crippler.” Parents were afraid 
to send their children to public swimming 
pools or movie theaters. Countless children 
were in leg braces, transported in wheel- 
chairs, or confined to what was called iron 
lungs. 

In 1938, in the course of 4 months, Amer- 
ica sent 2.6 million dimes to the White House 
in 4 short months, beginning a campaign that 
eventually resulted in the end of polio. This 
effort was even more extraordinary because 
it took place during the Great Depression, 
when a dime meant a heck of a lot more 
then than it means today. [Laughter] 

At the height of the Depression, one-third 
of Americans were unemployed. Nearly 40 
percent of banks had failed, and there was 
great anxiety and uncertainty in our country. 
Yet, hard times drew people together. The 
Great Depression tested America’s character 
and revealed America at its best. 

Americans have shown a similar strength 
since September the 11th. Terrorists hoped 
our Nation would come apart. That’s what 
they hoped for. But instead, we’ve come to- 


gether. Our country is more resolved, more 


united, and guided by a greater sense of pur- 
pose than any time during our lifetimes. 

And some important things about our cul- 
ture seem to be shifting. After the attacks, 
moms and dads held their children closer, 
and maybe for a moment longer. Millions 
have gone to synagogues and churches and 
mosques to renew their faith, to find per 
spective, to be reminded of the true values 
of life. 

As Americans, we've mourmed together, 
felt the same outrage and resolve, and we've 
helped our neighbors even when they're 
strangers. People are looking to things that 
are precious and permanent, things like fam- 
ily and faith, community, love of country, and 
love of one another. 

In America, it seems like we're putting first 
things first. In my Inaugural Address, | said 
that some Americans feel like they share a 
continent but not a country. Today, that feel- 
ing is gone. We know we are a single nation, 
each a part of one another. The terrorists 
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did not intend this unity and resolve, but 
they're powerless to stop them. 

Our Nation has suffered a great loss. Yet, 
we are told that tribulation brings about per- 
severance; and perseverance, proven char- 
acter; and proven character, hope. And hope 
does not disappoint. 

Late in life, Eleanor Roosevelt was asked 
what her husband had learned from the ex- 
perience of polio. She said that Franklin had 
gained strength and courage he had not had 
before. “He had to think out the fundamen- 
tals of living,” she said, “and learn the great- 
est of all lessons, infinite patience and never- 
ending persistence.” 

We all need to have a bit of Franklin Roo- 
sevelt in us today. We are engaged in a strug- 
gle that calls for patience and persistence. 
We face an enemy that plans in secret and 
acts without morality and without remorse. 

We must fight this enemy wherever he 
plans or hides or runs, abroad and here at 
home. That will take time and determination. 
Yet they're going to learn that we will not 
rest, and we will not fail. 

Ours is a war against terrorism and evil, 
not against Islam. Americans respect and ad- 
mire that religion of peace. And I’m proud 
our country is home to many followers of the 
Islamic faith. Those who hijacked four air- 
liners on September the 11th are also trying 
to hijack Islam. But the mass killing of inno- 
cent people clearly violates Islam, and coun- 
tries and clerics throughout the Islamic world 
have rejected these acts. 

Nor is our war against global terrorism a 
war against the people of Afghanistan. The 
Afghan people are victims of oppression and 
misrule of the Taliban regime. There are few 
places on Earth that face greater misery. One 
out of every four children dies before the 
age of five, in Afghanistan. It is estimated 
that one in every three children in Afghani- 
stan is an orphan; almost half suffer from 
chronic malnutrition; millions face the threat 
of starvation. The situation is so bad, so bad, 
that we read about 3-year-old children in Af- 
ghanistan who weigh less than the average 
newborn in America. 

We're trying to get food to starving Af- 
ghans. In contrast, the Taliban regime, those 
who house the evildoers, has harnessed inter- 
national aid—harassed international aid 
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workers and chased them out of their coun- 
try. The people of Afghanistan have suffered 
too long under Taliban rule. 

That soll ring provide s us with a task. I’m 
asking every child in America to give not a 
dime but a dollar to a specific cause, a relief 
effort for the children of Afghanistan. And 
I want to report to the Nation that after I 
laid out this initiative last night and con- 
firming it here at vour convention, that I've 
received the first dollar. [Laughter] It came 
from Justin Washington. 

I know Justin pretty well. [Laughter] I got 
to see him in the Oval Office, and he made 
it clear, his boots were better than mine 
[Laughter| But Justin, I want to thank you 
Justin knows what I know: A dollar today is 
roughly equivalent to what a dime was in the 
late 1930's. It’s an appropriate pl: ice to an- 
nounce this initiative of compassion 

I hope American children in their class- 
rooms and families in their homes put a dol- 
lar in an envelope and send it to America’s 
Fund for Afghan Children, to the White 
House, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue—|laugh- 
ter|—Washington, DC 20509. [Laughter] 

Schools, community and youth organiza- 
tions can organize events to raise money for 
this cause. And they can, at the same time, 
demonstrate compassion and mercy in this 
hour of need. This effort is an opportunity 
to help others while teaching our children 
a valuable lesson about service and character. 
We will work with the Red Cross to make 
sure the money is used for food and medi- 
cine, to make sure the money provides hope 
and help to the children of Afghanistan 

We'll also coordinate with the Adminis- 
trator of USAID to ensure that our efforts 
build on the important humanitarian work al- 
ready being done. 

During the last month. Americans have 
been extraordinarily generous in their giving 
of time and money. We still face many needs 
and challenges at home. And that’s why 
Americans should continue supporting com- 
munity-based organizations like the March of 
Dimes, which is doing so much good all 
across the country. 

And Americans are the most generous 
people on Earth. And because the suffering 
is so great, I know we need to lend a hand 
to the children who live a world a halfway 
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around the—a place a halfway around the 
world from here. 

By embracing Afghan children, we assert 
the American ideal. Our Nation is the great- 
est force for good in the world history. We 
value the lives and rights of all people. Our 
compassion and concern do not stop at our 
border. Thev reach across the world. Ameri- 
cans are determined to fight for our security, 
no question about it. And we're all equally 
determined to live up to our principles. And 
I hope, I hope all Americans will help us 
show those principles to the entire world. 

Thank you for what vou do, and may God 
bless America. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. in the 
Regency Baliroom at the Omni Shoreham Hotel 
In his remarks, he referred to Gary Forsee. chair- 
man, Jennifer L president, and Justin 
Washington, national March of 
Dimes. 


Howse 
ambassador, 


Remarks at a Reception Honoring 
Hispanic Heritage Month 
October 12, 2001 


Thank you all 


Thank vou very much. 
Please be seated. 


Bienvenidos. Here's the 
way I like to put it: Mi casa blanca es su 
casa blanca. | Laughter] 

We're gathered here to celebrate the con- 
tributions of Hispanic-Americans to our life. 
In a few moments, I will sign an Executive 
order creating a commission on educational 
excellence for Hispanic-Americans, to open 
new doors of opportunity for Hispanic bovs 
and girls all across America. 

Before I do, | have some thanks. First, I 
want to thank mi abogado y tambien mi 
amigo. 1 want to thank Judge Gonzales for 
his sound advice. I love him dearly. 

J want to thank the boys and girls for lead- 
ing us in the pledge. Thank vou all for being 
here. I don't know whether you know this 
or not, but 52 million other children joined 
us at 2 o'clock today. saving the Pledge of 
Allegiance. all across America. The past 
weeks have given new meaning to those old 
words and have only deepened our allegiance 
to our Nation and to our flag. 

I want to thank Jaci and Arturo for lending 
their voice and horn to this room. We've had 








1466 


some great music here throughout the vears, 
and it’s going to be hard to top what we heard 
today. I want to thank them both for coming. 
I want to +? all los voces Americanos that 
sang today. I am honored that you all are 
here. I love your music. I love your passion. 
I love your love for America. And we're glad 
vou're here. 

And I'm glad America got to see some of 
our country ’s finest artists pe -rform here in 
the East Room on a song that talks about 
the solidarity and love for our country, a love 
that knows no bounds, a love that knows no 
culture, a love that everybody can share 
who's lucky enough to live in America. And 
you all are welcome. Thank vou for coming. 

I want to thank Emilio, especially, for 
lending vour talents. The last time you were 
here Mayo L said, “The next 
time you come, make sure you bring Gloria.” 
[Laughter] It just goes to show the power 
of the Presidency. | Laughter] 1 want to thank 
Luis Palau. as well. for your prayer. And I 
want to thank Don Francisco, as well. It's 
good to see you again, sir. Thank you for 


was Cinco de 


coming 

I'm proud that there's dos Embajadores 
aqui, uno de Mexico—good to see you, Am- 
bassador Juan Jose Bremer from Mexico, y 
tambien—y tambien el Embajador de Espavia 
aqui, Javier—bienvenidos, Javier. | 
should have said there was three Ambas- 
two Ambassadors to Amer- 
ica. but one of—a friend of mine, I named 
the Ambassador to the Dominican Republic 
has joined us, Hans Hertell. Hans, good to 
see you, Hans. 


esta 


sadors. I meant, 


| named a person who participated in Op- 
eration Pedro Pan. For those of you who 
don't know Operation Pedro Pan, years ago, 
Cuban moms and dads put their sons or 
daughters on a boat to America in order that 
they could live freely. They were uncertain 
about their own fate, but they knew they 
wanted their children to grow up in Amenica, 
one of whom is now here 
net, Mel Martinez. 

I named a good man to be on the US. 
Court of Appeals, the DC Circuit, a man 
named Miguel Estrada. Miguel, where are 
you? Thank you for coming, Miguel. 

You know, there’s a lot of talk in Wash- 
ington about making sure we have diversity 


He’s in my Cabi- 
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on our courts, and there should be. I ask the 
Senate to this man’s nomination 
through. He’s smart. He's capable. He needs 
that job. America needs to have him on the 
bench. Get him moving, before it’s too late. 

Ambassador to the OAS representing 
America, Roger There he is— 
Roger. How are you? The next time, we'll 
try to get you a better seat. [Laughter] Either 
that, or show up on time. [Laughter] 

Al Rascon, who is the N National Director 
of the U.S. Selective Service and, more im- 
portantly, a recipient of the Medal of Honor, 
is with us today. Thank vou, Al, for being 
here. 


move 


tory 


A man whose service has been called upon 
a lot, particularly for the businesses that were 
severely affected during the attack, Hector 
Barreto, the SBA Director. Leslie Sanchez, 
who is the Executive Director to the White 
House Initiative on Educational Excellence 
for Hispanic Americans. Where are you, Les- 
lie? Leslie, right in front of me. The Treas- 
urer of the United States, Rosario Marin— 
Rosario. Cristina Saralegui—where is she? 
Cristina. 

As you know, I used to be associated with 
the baseball world. 
have some Major Leaguers here with us 
today. And we've got a great White Sox out- 
fielder. Donde esta Senor Ordonez from the 
White Sox? There he is. Como esta Magglio? 
Welcome. Glad you're here 

Another Ordonez. Rev Ordonez. Good to 
see you, Rey. Thank you for coming. Maybe 
next year. | Laughter] 

Nelson Figueroa dv la Phillies 
Nelson. Thank you for coming. I'll 
get you afterwards. And from the San F ran- 
cisco Giants, Russ Ortiz. Russ. thank you for 
coming. I'm honored you all are here. Thanks 
for coming. Thanks for setting a good exam- 
ple. Th: inks for underst: inding that pe gid 
look at vou off the field of pli iy as well ; 
on the field of play. It's important that there 
be—young boys and girls look up to our base- 


And we're honored to 


Good to 
see you, 


ball players and see a good example, and 


you're setting that. We're honored that 
you're here with us. 

We also have three with us today who rep- 
resent the thousands of Hispanic-Americans 
who serve law enforcement and public 


safety. It's been a particularly trying time in 
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New York City for the firefighters and police 
officers. Fortunately, we have three gentle- 
men today who represent those fine men and 
women—Anthony Miranda of the New York 
City Latino Officers Association. Anthony, 
thank you for coming. Let me try this a dif- 
ferent way. [Laughter] We have two others 
to introduce. [Laughter] From the Hispanic 
Society of the New York City Police Depart- 
ment, we've got Louis Hernandez and— 
(laughter|—from the Hispanic Society of the 
New York City Fire Department, Miguel 
Ramos. Now, thank vou all for coming. Good 
job. Thanks for coming, 

It is clear America is pulling for you all. 
And please pass on the word to the men and 
women who wear the uniform how proud we 
are and how much we mourn with you and 
how heroic you have been. The N Nation ap- 
preciates it very much. 

You know, obviously this is a time of great 
national unity. The evil ones struck, but they 
forgot who they were striking, evidently. 
They thought they were going to weaken us, 
but they didn’t. We're strong and united. I've 
been amazed by the incredible acts of kind- 
ness that I’ve heard about. And obviously, 
we've all been impressed by the acts of her- 
vism. This is the good news that has come 
during this tragedy. We've all come to realize 
how much we need each other. 

Today there's been another reported case 
of anthrax in New York City at NBC News. 
And it has got to cause concern for our Na- 
tion. But I want evervbody in the country 
to know we're responding rapidly. First of 
all, the person is feeling fine. She’s doing 
well. She obviously didn’t ingest enough to 
cause death, thank God. But we've got teams 
on the ground—the CDC, Center for Dis- 

ease Control, the FBI, working closely with 
local agencies to respond quickly. 

Our Nation is still in danger. But the Gov- 
ernment is doing eve rything in Our power to 
protect our citizenry. We need each other 


more than ever, and we're responding as 
quickly and as forcefully as we can. 
The American people need to go about 


their lives. We cannot let the terrorists lock 
our country down. We can't let terrorists, a 
few evildoers, hold us hostage. Our Govern- 
ment will fight terrorism across the seas, and 
we'll fight it here at home. And the American 
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people need to fight terrorism, as well, by 
going to work, going to ball games, getting 
on airplanes, singing with joy and strength, 
like you all did today. They will not take this 
country down. 

We will not be cowed, and we're certainly 
not going to be divided. The evil ones, as 
well as the rest of the world, are learning 
that we're a nation made up of many cul- 
tures, many races, and many religions, but 
we are one strong nation 

We've suffered loss together; we have en- 
tered a mighty struggle together; and we will 
prevail together. The diversity of America has 
always been—always been—a great strength 
of this country. Here, you can be proud of 
your cultural heritage, proud of your ances- 
try, proud of your native language, and still 
be a proud American. 

We see the spirit of pride today, most viv- 
idly in the ties between our country and los 
que viven en Latin America—y tambien el 
sur de America. A lifetime in Texas has given 
me many things to be thankful for; one of 
them, for certain, is my appreciation for the 
Hispanic culture. I realize how much the 
Hispanic culture has enriched my State. And 
I realize how much the Hispanic culture en- 
riches my Nation, as well. 

This month, our country recognizes just 
how much we owe to the Hispanic culture 
and, more important, to the Hispanic-Ameri- 
cans we're proud to call our fellow citizens. 
And we do so—as we do so, we recognize 
as well our obligation to ensure that every 
American has an equal place in our society 
from the earliest years in life. 

This Nation of immigrant heritage believes 
that all children, whatever their cir- 
cumstances, deserve a chance to learn and 
rise and succeed. This principle has guided 
my education reforms as we work to raise 
the standards of public schools across Amer- 
ica and bring hope to every classroom for 
every child—I mean eve ry child, not just a 
few, not just those whose parents may speak 
English. We want educational excellence 
para todos que viven en este pais. 

So today I am creating a commission to 
help chart the path to greater achievement 
amongst Hispanic-American students in 
every part of our country. I am pleased to 
sign this order in front of such distinguished 
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company. And I'm proud—I'm proud—to be 
the President of such a great nation. 
Thank vou for coming. And God bless. 


Nore: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White In his remarks, 
he referred to Albert R. Gonzales, White House 
Counsel, Jaci Vasquez, who sang the National An- 
them; trumpet plaver Arturo Sandoval; enter- 
tainer Gloria Estefen and her husband, Emilio 
Estefan, Jr.; Dr. Luis Palau, president, Luis Palau 
Evangelistic Association, who gave the invocation; 
Don Francisco. host of Sabado Gigante: Spanish 
Ambassador to the U.S. Francisco Javier Ruperez; 
Christina Saralegui, bost of El Show de Christina; 
Rev Ordonez, shortstop, New York Mets: Anthony 
Miranda, president, Latino Officers Association— 
City of New York; Louis Hernandez, president, 
NYPD Hispanic Society; and Miguel Ramos, 
president, NYFD Hispanic Society 


House. 


Executive Order 13230—President’s 
Advisory Commission on Educational 
Excellence for Hispanic Americans 
October 12, 2001 


3v the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 


United States of America, and in order to 


advance the nar he as of human poten- 


tial, strengthen the Nation’s capacity to pro 
vide high-quality education, and increase op- 
portunities for Hispanic Americans to partici- 
pate in and benefit from Federal education 
programs, it is hereby ordered as follows: 
Section I. There is established, in the De- 
partinent of Education, the President's Advi- 
sory Commission on Educational Excellence 
for Hispanic Americans (Commission) The 
Commission shall consist of not more than 
25 members. Twenty-one of the members 
shall be appointed by the President. Those 
members shall be representatives of edu- 
cational, business, professional, and commu- 
nity organizations who are committed to im- 
proving educational attainment within the 
Hispanic community, as well as other persons 
deemed appropriate by the President. The 
President shall designate two of the ap- 
pointed members to serve as Co-Chairs of 
the The other four members 
of the Commission shall be ex officio mem- 
bers, one each from the Department of Edu- 
the Department of Housing and 


Commission 


cation 


Oct. 
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Urban Development, the Department of the 
Treasury, and the Small Business Adminis- 
tration. The ex officio members shall be the 
respective Secretaries of those agencies and 
the Administrator of the Small Business Ad- 
ministration, or their designees. 

Sec. 2. The Commission shall provide ad- 
vice to the Secretary of Education (“Sec- 
retary”) and shall issue reports to the Presi- 
dent, as described in section 7 below, 
cerning: 


con- 


(a) the progress of Hispanic Americans in 
closing the academic achievement gap and 
attaining the goals established by the Presi- 
dent’s “No Child Left Behind” 
blueprint; 


‘educational 


(b) the development, monitoring, and co- 
ordination of Federal efforts to promote 
high-quality education for Hispanic Ameri- 
cans; 

(c) ways to increase parental, State and 
local, private sector, and community involve- 
ment in improving education; and 

(d) ways to maximize the effectiveness of 
Federal education initiatives within the His- 
panic community. 

Sec. 3. There is established, in the Depart- 
ment of Education. an office called the 
White House Initiative on Educational Ex- 
cellence for Hispanic Americans (Initiative) 
The Initiative shall be located at, staffed, and 
supported by the Department of Education, 
and headed by a Director, who shall be a 
senior level executive branch official who re- 
ports to the Secretary. The Initiative shall 
provide the necessary staff, resources, and as- 
sistance to the Commission and shall assist 
and advise the Secretary in carrying out his 
responsibilities under this order. The staff of 
the Initiative shall gather and disseminate in- 
formation relating to the educational 
achievement gap of Hispanic Americans, 
using a variety of means, including con- 
ducting surveys, conferences, field hearings, 
and meetings, and other appropnate vehicles 
designed to encourage the participation of 
organizations and individuals interested 
such issues, including parents, community 
leaders, academicians, business leaders, 
teachers, employers, emplovees and public 
officials at the local, State, and Federal levels 
To the extent permitted by law, executive 
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branch departments and agencies shall co- 
operate in providing resources, including 
personnel detailed to the Initiative, to meet 
the objectives of this order. The Initiative 
shall include both career civil service and ap- 
pointed staff with expertise in the area of 
education. 

Sec. 4. Executive branch departments and 
agencies, to the extent permitted by law and 
practicable, shall eal any appropriate in- 
formation requested by the Commission or 
the staff of the Initiative, including data relat- 
ing to the eligibility for and participation by 
Hispanic Americans in Federal education 
programs and the progress of Hispanic 
Americans in closing the academic achieve- 
ment gap and in achieving the goals of the 
President's “No Child Left Behind” edu- 


cation blueprint. Where adequate data are 
not available, the Commission shall suggest 
the means for collecting the data. In accord- 
ance with the accountability goals established 
by the President, executive branch depart- 
ments and agencies involved in relevant pro- 


grams shall report to the President through 
the Initiative by September 30, 2002, on: 

(a) efforts to increase participation of His- 
panic Americans in Federal education pro- 
grams and services; 

(b) efforts to include Hispanic-serving 
school districts, Hispanic-serving institutions, 
and other educational institutions for His- 
panic Americans in Federal education pro- 
grams and services; 

(c) levels of participation attained by His- 
panic Americans in Federal education pro- 
grams and services; and 

(d) the measurable impact resulting from 
these efforts and levels of participation. The 
Department of Education's report also shall 
describe the overall condition of Hispanic 
American education and such other aspects 
of the educational status of Hispanic Ameri- 
cans, as the Secretary considers appropriate. 

Sec. 5. Insofar as the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act, as amended (5 U.S.C. App), 
may apply to the Commission, any functions 
of the President under that Act, except that 
of reporting to the Congress, shall be per- 
formed by the Department of Education in 
accordance with the guidelines that have 
been issued by the Administrator of General 
Services 
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Sec. 6. (a) Members of the Commission 
shall serve without compensation, but shall 
be allowed travel expenses, including per 
diem in lieu of subsistence, as authorized by 
law for persons serving intermittently in the 
Government service (5 U.S.C. 5701-5707). 

(b) To the extent permitted by law, the 
Department of Education shall provide fund- 
ing and administrative support for the Com- 
mission and the Initiative 

Sec. 7. The Commission shall prepare and 
submit an interim and final report to the 
President outlining its findings and _rec- 
ommendations as follows: 

(a) The Commission shall submit an In- 
terim Report no later than September 30. 
2002. The Interim Report shall describe the 
Commission’s examination of: 

(i) available research and information on 
the effectiveness of current practices at the 
local, State, and Federal levels in closing the 
educational achievement gap for Hispanic 
Americans and attaining the goals established 
by the President’s “No C hild Left Behind” 
educational blueprint; 

(ii) available research and information on 
the effectiveness of current practices involy- 
ing Hispanic parents in the education of their 
children; and 

(iii) the appropriate role of Federal agen- 
cies’ education programs in helping Hispanic 
pe arents successfully pre pare their children to 
graduate from high school and attend post 
secondary institutions. 

(b) The Commission shall issue a Final Re- 
port no later than March 31, 2003. The Final 
Report shall set forth the Commission’s rec- 
ommendations regarding: 

(i) a multi-year plan, based on the data col- 
lected concerning identification of barriers to 
and successful models for closing the edu- 
cational achievement gap for Hispanic Amer- 
icans, that provides for a coordinated effort 
among parents, community leaders, business 
leaders, educators, and public officials at the 
local, State, and Federal levels to close the 
educational achievement gap for Hispanic 
Americans and ensure attainment of the 
goals established by the President’s “No 
Child Left Behind” educational blueprint. 

(ii) the development of a monitoring sys- 
tem that measures and holds executive 
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branch departments and agencies account- 
able for the coordination of Federal efforts 
among the designated executive departments 
and agencies to ensure the participation of 
Hispanic Americans in Federal education 
programs and promote high-quality edu- 
cation for Hispanic Americans; 

(iii) the identification of successful meth- 
ods employed throughout the Nation in in- 
creasing parental, State and local, private sec- 
tor, and community involvement in improv- 
ing education for Hispanic Americans; 

(iv) ways to improve on and measure the 
effectiveness of Federal agencies’ education 
programs in ensuring that Hispanic Ameri- 
cans close the educational achievement gap 
and attain the goals established by the Presi- 
dent's “No Child Left Behind” 
blueprint; and 

\ how 


educational 


Federal Government education 
programs can best be applied to ensure His- 
panic parents successfully prepare their chil- 
dren to attend post sec ondary institutions 

Sec. 8. The Commission shall terminate 
30 days after submitting its final report, un- 
less extended by the President. 

Sec. 9. Executive Order 12900 of Feb- 
ruarv 22, 1994, as amended, is revoked 


George W. Bush 
The White House, 
October 12, 2001 


[Filed with the Office of the 
$:45 a.m., October 16, 2001 


Federal Register, 


Note: This Executive order will be pub lished in 
the Federal Register on October 17 


Statement on Senate Action on 
Legislation To Combat Terrorism 
and Terrorist Attacks 

October 12, 2001 


I commend the Senate for acting quickly 


and in a bipartisan way to give law enforce- 
ment these essential, additional tools to com- 
bat terrorism and safeguard America against 
future terrorist attacks. This important legis- 
lation respects our Constitution while allow- 
ing us to treat terrorist acts the same as seri- 
ous drug crimes and organized crime, and 
strengthens our ability to share information 
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to disrupt. weaken, and eliminate global ter 
rorist networks. We need these tools now 
I am hopeful that I will be able to sign this 
legislation into law soon 


Statement on House of 
Representatives Action on 
Legislation To Combat Terrorism 
and Terrorist Attacks 

October 12, 2001 


I commend the House for passing 
antiterrorism legislation just one day alter the 
Senate took action. The House and Senate 
bills are virtually identical. I urge the Con- 
gress to quic kly get the bill to my desk. We 
must strengthen the hand of law enforce- 
ment to he Ip safeguard America and prevent 
future attacks—and we must do it now 
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White House Announcements 


The following list includes the President's public 
schedule and other items of general interest an 
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 


not included elsewhere in this issue 


October 6 

In the the President had tele- 
phone conversations from Camp David, MD, 
with congressional leaders 


evening, 


October 7 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Emmitsburg, MD, and then to Washington, 
DC. 


October 8 

In the morning, the President had separate 
telephone conversations with Prime Minister 
Helen Clark of New Zealand, President Kim 
Dae-jung of South Korea, and President 
Jiang Zemin of China. Also in the morning, 
the President met with his National Security 
Council. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi of Italy for a working visit on Oc- 
tober 15. 
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October 9 

In the morning, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with President 
Abdoulave Wade of Senegal concerning co- 
operation against terrorism. Also in the 
morning, the President met with his National 
Security Council. 

During the day, the President met with 
Members of Congress conceming peace ef- 
forts in Macedonia and the Middle East and 
the U.S. response to terrorism 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome NATO Secretary 
General Lord Robertson for a meeting on 
October 10. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Don Q. Washington to be Ambas 
sador to the Fiji Islands, Nauru, and Tonga 
and Tuvalu. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Jeannemarie Arajona Devolites to be 
a director of the Board of Directors for the 
Student Loan Marketing Association 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Mary Jane Fate to be the Indigenous 


Representative to the Arctic Research Com- 
mission 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Louis Mead Treadwell to be the Aca- 
demic Representative to the Arctic Research 
Commission 


The President announced his intention to 
appoint Manuel J. Justiz to be a member of 
the Board of Directors of the Federal Na- 
tional Mortgage Association. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Edward G. Lewis to be a member 
of the Board of Directors of the National 
Veterans Business Development Corpora- 
tion 


October 10 

In the morning. the President met with 
congressional leaders. and later, he met with 
his National Security Council. 

In an afternoon ceremony, the President 
received diplomatic credentials from Ambas- 
sadors Christian Blikenstorfer of Switzerland, 
Nguven Tam Chien of Vietnam, Shaikh 
Salem Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah of Kuwait. 
Jules Ogouebandja of Gabon, Shaikh Khalifa 
Ali Al-Khalifa of Bahrain, Osman Faruk 
Logoglu of Turkey, Martin Palous of the 
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Czech Republic, Jukka Robert Valtasaari of 
Finland, and Henry Lothar Illes of Suriname. 

The White announced that the 
President will welcome President Gloria 
Macapago-Arroyo of the Philippines to 
Washington on November 20. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Naneen H. Neubohn to be U:S. 
Executive Director of the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development. 


House 


October 11 

In the morning, the President traveled to 
Arlington, VA. In the afternoon, he returned 
to Washington, DC. 


October 12 

In the morning, the President had a tele- 
phone conversation with United Nations Sec- 
retarv-General Kofi Annan to congratulate 
him on winning the Nobel Peace Prize. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Christopher Bancroft Burnham to 
be Chief Financial Officer at the Depart- 
ment of State. 

The President announced the designation 
of Thomas E. White as Acting Assistant Sec- 
retary of Defense for Special Operations and 
Low Intensity Conflict. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Nebraska and ordered Federal aid to supple- 
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms and a tornado 
on August 17-18. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome Prime Minister 
Thaksin Chinnawat of Thailand to Wash- 
ington on November 30. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For- 
cign Service officers. 
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Rene Acosta, 
of Virginia, to be a member of the National 
Labor Relations Board for the remainder of 
he term expiring August 27, 2003, vice John 
Truesdale, resigned 


Julia Smith Gibbons, 

of Tennessee, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for 
the Sixth Circuit, vice Gilbert S. Merritt, re- 
tired 


William J. Hybl. 

of Colorado, to be Representative of the 
United States of America to the 56th Session 
of the General Assembly of the United Na- 


tons 


Emest L. Johnson 

of Louisiana, to be an Alternate Representa- 
tive of the United States of America to the 
56th Session of the General Assembly of the 
United Nations 


John Thomas Korsmo, 
of North Dakota, to be a Director of the Fed- 


eral Housing Finance Board for a term expir- 


ing February 27, 2002, vice Lawrence U 


Costiglio, term expired 


John Thomas Korsmo, 

of North Dakota, to be a Director of the Fed- 
eral Housing Finance Board for a term expir- 
ing February 27, 2009 (reappointment) 


Nancy C; 
of Texas, to be an Alternate Representative 
of the United States of America to the 56th 
Assembly of the 


iin Marcus 


Session of the General 


United Nations 


Philip R. Martinez. 
of Texas, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Western District of Texas (new position). 


C. Ashlev Royal 

of Georgia, to be U.S. District Judge for the 
Middle District of 
Fitzpatrick, retired 


Georgia, vice Duross 


Charles S Shapiro, 


of Georgia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service 


to be 


. class of Minister-Counselor, 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
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potentiary of the U nited States of America 
to the Bolivarian Re public of Venezue “la 


William I. Steele, 

of Alabama, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
Eleventh Circuit, vice Emmett Ripley Cox, 
retired. 


Submitted October 10 


William D. Montgomery, 

of Pennsylvania, a career member of the Sen- 
ior Foreign Service, class of Minister-Coun- 
selor, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Federal Republic of Yugo- 
slavia. 


Sandra L. Pack, 
of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
the Army, vice Helen Thomas McCoy. 


Jeffrey Shane, 

of the District of Columbia, to be Associate 
Deputy Secretan of Transportation, vice Ste- 
phen D. Van Beek, resigned 


Jay C. Zainey, 

of Louisiana, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Eastern District of Louisiana, vice AJ. 
McNamara, retired. 
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Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec- 
retary Ari Fleischer 
Transcript of a statement by Press Secretary 


Ani Fleischer on the 


President's upcoming 
address to the Nation 


Statement by the Press Secretary: U.S.-Japan 
Economic Sub-Cabinet Discussions 
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Released October 8 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Ari Fleischer 


Transcript of a press briefing by National Se- 
curitv Adviser Condoleezza Rice and Coun- 
selor to the President Karen [lughes on the 
President's decision to act against Al Qaida 
training camps and Taliban military installa- 
tions in Afghanistan 


Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit to 


Washington by Italian Prime Minister 
Berlusconi 
Released October 9 


Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit to 
Washington by German Chancellor Schroe- 
der 


Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by 
NATO Secretary General Lord Robertson 


Transcript of a press briefing by National Se- 
curity Adviser Condoleezza Rice and Direc- 
tor of Homeland Security Thomas Ridge on 
creation of the President's Special Adviser 
for Cyberspace Security and the Deputy Na- 
tional Security Adviser for ¢ ‘ombating Ter- 
rorism 


Fact sheet: The National Director for Com- 
bating Terrorism and the Special Adviser to 
the President for Cyberspace Security 


Released October 10 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by 
President Arrovo of the Philippines 


Fact sheet: The List of Most Wanted Terror- 
ists—Overview 
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Announcement of nomination for U.S. Dis- 
trict Judge for the Eastern District of Lou- 
isiana 


Released October 11 


Statement by the Press Secretary on Senate 
action to impose tough Federal oversight of 
airline security 

Excerpt from the President's news con- 


ference on America’s Fund for Afghan Chil- 
dren 


Released October 12 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec- 
retary Ari Fleischer 

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster 
assistance to Nebraska 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by 
Prime Minister Thaksin of Thailand 


Fact sheet: America’s Fund for Afghan Chil- 
dren 





Acts Approved 
by the President 








Approved October 5° 


H.R. 2510 / Public Law 107-47 
Defense Production Act Amendinents of 
2001 


Approved October 12 
H.J. Res. 68 / Public Law 107-48 
Making further continuing appropriations for 


the fiscal year 2002, and for other purposes 


* This public law was uot receiv ed in time for 
inclusion in the appropriate issue 
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